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ſtraight I had a thought to publiſh it, 10 the end 
© that ali the world maght be acquainted with the 
Aportmem of thet | Faction is England; which 
Hor theſe three or foure yeares together hath cauſed 
the effuſion of ſomuch blond there. Some . 
pily of our religion in France will at firſt glance diſretiſh my de- 
fiene: but after they bave throughty weighett4t; I am confident 
they will all ſoyntly acknowledge their engagements to me for pre- 
ſenting them with a worte which undeceioes their credulity, who 
frongly fancy that we countenance their irregular proceedings, 
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and meet in the ſame thoughts with thoſe that have beene the un. 


happy contrivert of them. And it may be aiſo that ſame among the 
Catholiques will be ready to ſay this is but the opinion meerely of 
ſome one particular Perſon, and that ll Proteſtants will not ſub- 


ſeribe unto it. But I proteſt before God, that I never heard of any 


Fnowihg judicious man with ns, whoſe diſcourſe agrees not with 
that of the Author here and it were to be wiſhed that the whole 
world would conforme it ſelfe 10 the example of the Reformed is 
France, Mere it ſo, there ſhould no Prince land in need of guards, 
or be forced to levy Armies for the defence of bu Perſon againſt 
the infolence and Rebellion of Subjecbs. There would be uo more 


ander mining the peace of the Church, which would now cheriſh a 


compleat anion & abſolute correſpondency betwixt its owne and the 


 feeular e it ſelfe to its proper limit and hav-. 


ang ſtill « (peciall regard to thay ſubordination which is required of 
ir, Iſpealè this, Reader, becanſt is is trat; though ſundry conceive 
otherwiſe of it, either meerely out of a cnſtome they baveembraced 
wholly to ſurrender themſelves unto the ſway of other ment judge- 
ment: or becauſe they have a ſtrong prejudice againſt the Diſcipline 
we practice, as if it were not altogether ſo agreeable with Monarchy, 
Iudge of it by the grounds thereof, and pauſe a while in comparing 
our attions with our dottrine (without reſting upon any other con- 
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| fidir ation) and thou canſt not but conclude, that the ſole drift of 
our intentions bath tuer bean lo defend our ſelves varher by rb 


weapons of the Spirit, then thoſe of thuſteſb. and that we joimeioan 5 
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unanimous deteftation of all ſach as maintaine it lamful ta mal 
uſe of temporal violence far promoting the truth of dle Guſpe 
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T bis Letter I here preſent the with, is caſt in the mo 


Proteſlant s. It appeares in defence of. their dottrine tousbing the: 
power of Kings, and the obedience of Subjects; wit hall condemning 
their proceeding g, who under epretente of purging the Church from. 
its errours and enormilies, and reiuſtating Chriſtiaus in their loft. 
Liberty, maske a deſigne of engaging the whole world ina horrible 
confuſion. I cannot: enforme thee, who is the author of it. Thus 
much only thou maieſt nom, that ſojourning in England, a cer. 
taine Miniſter,” (a freind of his, and 4 man of. great abilities) re- 
que(ted of bim a large account. in writing of. the preſent diſtewpers, 
there, He hath done it, thou ſeeſt. He paints.them in tbeir proper 
colours, points out the contrivers of ibem, and their aimes. He. 
makes is legible to the morld, that this. Barliament is nothing, in 
generality, hui a ſeditious Crew, bending all their indeavours 4. 
gainſt the Lawes of the Realme, with a deſigne to turne all topſie- 
rnruy, nor this Synod but (for the greateſt part alſo) an. Aſſembly 
of Heretiques andi gnoramuſſes, that. trample upon all the max- 
 #mes of Chriſtianity, and entertaine no thoughts, but of an Epide- 
micall confuſion, That the People (in groſſe) are \whollyſtt upon 
&A narchy, being coſentd by.« conſent wrought in them by the Par- 
liament touching the Tyranny, (as they phraſe it) of Kings; and 
intoxicated by the Synod with the hopes of a m of bleſſed condition,” 
were they bus once freed from that inſupportableyoake of tbe Cler- 


£9. If happily ont of this. throng God bath ſequeſtred ſome well-. 
affected perſons for himſelfe, they. are ſo thinne a company, that 
they dare not declare themſelves, for feare of being averborne by 

the malice and number of the reſt, as divers. have already beent, 


Weigh by this, Reader, if the malady be nat great, the remedy difh- 
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A LETTER CONC ERN- 
ing the preſenttroubles in England. 


2 


count in wititing of my abode here in England; 
I had not the leaſt intention to acquaint ydu 
with all my thoughs touching the preſent di- 
ſtempers of the ſame. Not that the feare of a- 
ny cenſure could amate me, although I am 
iull indifferent relation thereof, muſt oppoſe: 
himſelfe to thoſe ordinary impreſſions, which men have already en- 
tertained concerning them. And if this amuſe them ſas no doubt but 
it will) that I eannot prevaile with my ſelfe to nouſle them on in an 
errour q Whereints: the milice or ignoranee of their miſinformerꝭ 
hath ſo deeply plunged them, I ſhall for a long time tunne the ha. 
zard of their! disfayour, as being reſolved not to write any thing but 
of what I have beene an eye. witneſſe, and which you will finde to 
beare no gteat harmony with the common voice. It is undoubtedly: 
a; matter of no triviall concernment to provide that the world be: 
herein diſabuſed, and that the truth of a buſineſſe ot this nature be no 
longer liable to miſapprehenſion. Wherein you are ſomewhat inte- 
reſſed your ſelfe by that common profeſſion you make in the liſt of 
ſuch conſcientious Perſons as are deſigned to ſuperintend the good; 
of People, and to ſteere their Conſciences aright. And i hope you 
(with many moe beſides) will not be wanting to give the world ſa- 
tisfaction what a diſparity you — betwixt . 
| bs 4 moſt. 
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molt of theſe Novell Reformers, and of thoſe who in former ug es at- 


dro reſcue the Church from that TyrgnnywunderWy 


For my part I finde ſo little conformity in theſe 


Lot latter to our firf 
W 


them, but rather to marre ind undoe tlie worke which by their 
meanes was ſet on foote in the world. And in truth, Sir, what can he 
koped fot from luch a Rabbſe as this (naturally Io imolend aid head» 
ſtrong) but the markes of Rebellion both againſt God ang Man? it 
being their ſole employment to advance factions and fidings, when 
ever the affaires either of Religion or Policy are brought into agita- 
tion. So that it youabate hence all who have.cither{out of haughtines 
and unde idledneſſe of Spirit) combined againlt their Prince, or nou» 


riſhed the Schiſmes and ruptures of the Church in broaching their 


empty and wild Fancies , I dare not promiſe that the reſidue ſhall 
afford you either a Body of Subjects, or a Congregation of Chriſti- 
I intend not to diſcourſe of thoſe of the King's Party ʒ wherein 
Etis true) there be ſome apparently culpable, but yet more of ſuch as 
I may call really unfortunate, thoſe alone I meane, that make up the 
greateſt number of Reformed and Honelt men in that Kingdome. I 
ſhall confine my Diſcourſe to thoſe, who beare the World in hand, 
they are at oddes with nothing but Popery , which in their jealous 
apprehenſions was taking roote in England againe. With this pret- 


who (without ſifting their deſigne) are by this meanes engaged to 
applaude a parricidiall attempt upon the Soveraigne Majeſty, and 


a villainous plot againſt the Sacred Q»erſeers of the Church. Either 
of which two crimes is doubtleſſe one of the moſt eſſentiall notes of 
reprobation; nor is it poſſible for him to make good the profeſſion. 


of Chriſtianity, who complies or holds any the leaſt correſpondence 


with ſuch as are knowingly guilty of the ſammme. 
1 Yourmnewsfangled Miniſtersof London are moſtly involved in the 
equall guilt of both. For who knowes not how at the very firſt riſe 
ot theſe troubles they pteached openly to the People, That Kings 


are 


ty cheate they have got the approbationof not a few Proteſtants , 


1% mot to brobeyed if once they aſſault their Lobertiz? and Privile Ager 
(which in their conſtruction is the firſt ſteppe to Tytanny) er tok;ug 


pon them to inteymeddle in Church. affaires, they fall uyou any ahſwrd 


N opinion, Wherein they came nothing ſhort of Cardinal Bei- 
larmine, who writes, That Princes ſball once apply themſelves 
to the protectios of Hereſy on rxerciſi of Tyranny 5 they are laft 
ta tho mercy of the Pope; and the: C hureh, ho ute firſt tarxcommunis 
cate them, then to abſolve the Subjefts from the Oath of Allegiance, 
and they upon thu diſcharge ; aſſoone as they. can he proviaed of 4 


competent ſtrength are to employ it againſt tbem, ro expoſe them to pu- 


vi ment, and by all means Yeifble to dethrone them. A wonderful 
thing that they w O are ſuch profeſſed enemies to the Jaſuites, chat 
uſe their perſons (when they ſeize them) with ſo much-inhumanis 
iy and for the continued revolution of ſo many yeares have expo · 
ed their bodies quartered to all paſſengers (as a ſpeQacleot horrout) 
upon their moſt eminent Gates, ſhould notwithſtanding ſhake hand 
with them in a point for the which at firſt they did ſa nuchabhoire 
ehem: Would you not conclude that they are all alike the Diſciples 
of QAlariana, and the Agents of a Boniface ? What affinity is there 
betwixt theſe Doctours and Saint Ambroſef when this great Saint, 
this reall Chriſtian perceived that the Arians were about to poſ- 


ſeſſe themſelves of the Church in Milan, with the approbatioꝝ of 


the Emperout Valem iniaa, he addreſſed himſelfe unto that Prince in 
theſe rearmes ; 'Royall Sir, we intreate, we preſume not to fight. 1f the- 
Prince will needs make uſe of his Supreame power, I am ready to dife 
charge the duty of a Prelate; [ ſhall ſtaud upon my defence, but tuin 
he petitions of the poore. I can bemoane me , I can weepe, I cau ſigh; 
but ag ainſti Armer, againſt Souldiers againſt the Gothes my onely mea. 
pons ars teures, nor unght I to uſe avy other manner of reſiſtance was- 
fever. And in another place, F the Kingdome:ſball lye panting under 
the pre ſſurr tief Tyranny, I am ready to ſuffer any kind of violende,, 
even Death it 2 ides that univerſall injunction laid upon 


Thriſtians; to put up injuries with patience, (God having reſerved unto 


himſeclfe the right of revenging by the power of his Fuſtice, as Saint Gre« 
gory upon Fob ſpeakes, Mar ring ngacapable of performing it, but 
with a heart fraught with malice) he knew I ſay beſides this what 


David once ſang to God; againſt thee onely have I finn: upon 
whichpaſlage (in the Apology he compiled for him) he thus com- 
5 ; | ments; 
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de deſtitute of a forgery: where with to traduce their Prince. His 
Perſon and Actions are both expoſed to publique reproaches: The 
Churches Ring of nothing but declamations againſt Him; and if 
-happily:ſome ſmall relickes of ſhame have ever flacked the heate of 
'thoſe bawling Predicants,or railing Scriblers, impudence makes o- 
;thers in compenſation to double the Cry. This yet is nothing in 
eompariſon of their uſual Execrations: as if that Law pronounced 
by the mouthof God himſelfe, which forbids to curſe the Prince of 
i People, no not ſo much as in thought, did not at all coneerne them. 
That deteſtable Leagut which in the memory of our Fathers was at- 
tended with ſuch tragique effects in three or foure of our Kings 
raignes, and againſt which our Proteſtants have alwaies ſo eagerly 
declaimed, lay ing their grounds upon cettaine proofes drawne from 
1 145 | | the 


(5) 
che cotruption of Rowe, which gave life unto it; had nothing in ĩt vf 
more venimous conſequence, then this we ſee here, ſave that the E- 
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miſſaries and Boute · feus of the Engliſh Confederacy have not as yer 
imbrued cheir hands in the bloud of their King. ial ic 
.  Andcanir ſuite with their profeſſion, who talke ſo much of redu- 
eing Chriſtian Religion to it primitive putity, and teviving the In- 
nocence and Simplicity of the Apoſtolique times, who call him their 
Maſter that reconciled the world to God, and united men in the ame 
mutuall affections, who are not ignorant that Peace and Concord are 
the eſſentiall characters of a Chriſtian, and that ſuch ſhould never be 
* occaſioners of warre, to employ the ſword in ſuch a manner as 
L cannot thinke there's any man ſo eredulous as to beleive , that 
ſuch courſes can finde any welcome among thoſe that are Proteſtants 
indeed; they may with many who are ſuch in ſnew onely, of which 
ſort are all the oppoſers, not of monarchy alone but indefinitely of 
any ſecular anthority whatſoever. There were ſome in the infancy 
of the Church. who ſtrained Chriſtian liberty fo fatre, that they con- 
demned it as unjuſt for the Exff ancbiſed of God, and ſuch as were 
guided by his ſpirit > to be ſubject ta the command of any crea- 
ture. 14373 14 er 1 a 125 ene "P 
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The e ſucked the ſame poiſon from them, which after- 
wards .diffuſed it ſelfe among the An«baptifirzand in fine reached us 
al ſo, bymeanes of ſome who gave a ſecond birth to this Hereſy, which 
now walkes up and do wne here in great bravery , under pretences 
very ſpecidus in the apprehenſion of ſomeſhalloiwJudgements: And 
though I conceive this will not be to the generall prejudice ot the 
Reformed Churches in Ewrope(by reaſon of that juſt jealouſy which 
Princes ought to entertaine, that they hold no intelligence amongſt 
themſelves, and that they doe notallbandytogethr againſt the rights 
and prerogutiyes of their teſpecive dominions.) Vt it muſtneedsbe 
to their ſhame atleall, if they doe not apenly declate againſt the vil- 
lapy of their proceedings, and the iniquity of their deſignes; eſpeci · 


ally ſince they have had the impudence to invite them to an imitati- 


on of their example, and to ſtenꝑe in for the ſupport of their facti- 
on. lam not ignotant What grounds we got upon, and how little 
reſemblance ours beare to theirs; but the world: will not paſſe ſen» 
ence upon us by our poſitions, bureithet mer actions, or by 175 lie 
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"lence. For if we be ſilent when they are bragging of conformity 


with us, and yet appenring in the field againſt their Soveraigne 
who will notbe ready to contkige that had we the like power in 


our hands, we would do as much every whit our ſelves? but ifoh 


the contrary we ſpeake our mindes, condemning the unlawfullneſſe 
and horridneſſe of their deſigne, (our actions fuiting ſtill with our 
doctrine) inftead of exafperating the ſecular powers, we ſhall gaine 
them: for it cannot be but they will take part with us, and ſhake 
off ſuch as make them ſo ſubordinate either to the people in groſſe, 
or to ſome ſelect partell of the whole body, who ( let them talke 
what they will) are no leſſe Subjects then the reſt. In breife, I 
need but demand whether of the two are the better Chriſtians; thoſe 
that waſt ſo much bloud to ſubvert the right of Kings, and to che- 


rich a warre (under counterfeit pretences) for the ſuppreſſion of all 


order, and engaging the whole world to the ſame common confuſi- 
ond Or the Stehe Primitive times, who maintained, that to fed 
bloull was to violate Chriſtianity; to oppoſe ings, was to diſobey God, 
and to comeflwith Supe rioure, was to fight againſt that Order, which 
be eftabliſhed.. I beleeve they will hardly be ſwayed by examples, 
leſſe by reaſon j nor that they put any great value upon the authori- 
ty, which the practiſe of the firſt ages may challenge over us. If 
they do, I would exhort ſuch preachers of ſite and ſ Word, to call to 
minde how the ancient diſcipline of the Church denied their com: 
munion to ſus h as hed flaine an Enemy in « lawful warre, and that 
they would hence colle& how thoſe times ſtood affected to fach as. 
voluntarily embroyled themſelves in an unlawfull and unjaſt one. 

See, Sir, in part what I have to fay to pau this argument. 
It will nor be amifle, if in the next place I acquaint you with the 
tmovations they make in Religion, and what fruits Chriſtianity is 
like toreape from the labours of ſuch dougbty Reformers. Tis a 
trulyimpious ene en Reformation in ſuch manner astheſe 
men do, und which tend onely to the ſubverſiom of an order eſta- 


bliſned by God, under a pretence of pulling downe one deviſed by 
man, which they call Tv], beciiuſe indeed it is the onely meanes 
* whereby to check them in that full cateere of unbridled lieentiouſ- 
neſſe, unto which they are naturally io much devoted. Not but that 
there is alwayes matter enough for a reformation both in manner 
aud govenmment,. and that it is extteamely. neceſſary to correct _ 
25 ev 


(7) 
evills and diſorders of the preſent times, and withall to prevent that 
corruption which may be feared fromthe future. But who will 
be the fitteſt co go through with this taske? will the Parliament? 
no, in as much as the Biſpops, that is the Clergy are no longer a 
part of it. Will the Sy»04 be able to ſupply this defect? no, not 
they, becauſe the whole body is compoſed of perſons intereſſed; 
beſides that ignorance and blindeneſſe are there (for the molt part} 
in their greateſt exaltation: or if perhaps there be ſome knowing, 
there is a great dearth of honeſt men, moſt of them being poſſeſt 
with the ſpirit of diviſion, which hath drawne them into the by- 
paths of Hereticks, as well ancient, as moderne. Well then, ſhall 
the People beare the burthen? this is altogether impoſſible, unleſſe 
firſt there be made an univerſall reſignation of all fence and reaſon, 
becauſe (of themſelves) they are uncapable of all manner of order 
and conduct. Neither can the King, aſſiſted only by his. Counſell 
and Magiltrates, be thought a fic inſtrument to mannage the buſi» 
neſſe, for feare he make Religion waite upon his owne- private in- 
tereſt, and by conſequent bring the ſpirit, under the command of. the 
Fleſh. The iſſue then will be to finde out a juſt and lawfull way 
for the advancing of this Reformation ; which in my opinion can 
be no other then that of a generall I ſſemb y, indicted by the Prince; 
wherein the Beraugbs ſhall have their Deputies, whoſe voices are 
to be heard, and their ſuſfrages admitted; The Church it's Biſhops 
and Doctors; The Parliament diverſe ot the Nobility, which they 
may chuſe out of their ſeverall Houſes; and the King his principall 
Officers. And to make the action more Authentique to eſtabliſh 
in the Church that uniformity, which ought to be in a body in 
which the Spirit of Union and Concord is the Moderatour ( as that 
of Chriſtians is) there may be called thither the moſt eminent Pro- 
teſtants from forraigne parts, by whoſe aſſiſtance all doubts and 
ſeruples may be ſolved, This in my judgement is the way, to main» 
tine the ſeverall rights of each order in the State of England. as alſo 
in the whole body of Chriſtendome, entire. Iknow none that can 
diſlike the project, but your new Iadependants, and the fanatique 
 Jlluminatees, commonly called Brownsfts, who in truth are no other 
hut the Brats or Brethen of the Munſter · Factian. Theſe men 
have faneied to themſelves a monſtrous Common · wealth, an abſurd 
and motley State, in which . nat be the leaſt n 
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of civill Authority, nor any other {pirituall power acknowledged, 
but ſuch as the Sonne of God ſhould by an inſenſible and hidden in- 
fluence exerciſe over them. Collect now from theſe Premiſes, how 


' ſuch kinde of people ſtand affected to Royalty, and then what reck- 
oning they make of Councels, andthe Perſons they conſiſt of. Their 


aime indeed istoruine both; to have no Rulers or Overſeers at all; 
either Temporall or Spirituall, Secular or Eccleſiaſticall. They want 
no ſpecious colours to blanch the blackneſle of their Deſigne: They 
make their King a Demy- Apoltate, and little better then a Tyrant: 
They proclaime to the world, that he had 4 reſolution to violate Re. 
ligion, and to aeftroy-their Eibertits and Privileages. That he hath 
{ſupplanted the Fundament all Lawes of the Realme, and falſified the 
Oath made to bu Subjects, the obſervation' of which alone muſt 
entitle him to a Dominion over them. As for the Overſeers of the 
Church, it hath no need ( ſay they) ef any at all, in as much as the 


Founder and Head thereof bath «bj enongh to gor erne, as he had to eta. 


bliſh it. That tit enough if thereibe meere paſtourtonly to preach with. 


out being liftedabave others, or others above them. Such be the Authors 


and Abertours of this Fancie who. gave the firſt : blow at Eyiſcopacy. 
A ſtrange thing that ſome even of the honeſter ſort, ſhould ſo raſhly 
mingle with the enemies of that Order, tranſported in the ſimpliei- 


ty oftheir hearts by this gioundleſſe conceit that tis the Prelates 


alone who have opened the gap to wickedneſſe in the Church, as 


if where there ate no Biſhops at all, Innocence and purity bare an 


abſolute and ſoveraigne command in the Soules of men. Ferrier, 
Potet, with many more beſides in France will be perpetuall at- 


teſtours to the World, that your Church Government lyes no le ſſe 


open to the) aſſaults and ſtratagems of the Devuill, then that which 
hath beene ſet led from all Antiquityj. Were it my dtift to {earch it 


to the bottome, it would be eaſie to demonſtrate this with advan- 


tage, and that had it beene a few yeares elder, and liv'd in a C oun⸗ 
try where the Lawes of the Prince are not ſo rigorous againſt Inno- 
vatours, as they be in Frauce( which permits but two ſorts of Religi- 
on) or at leaſt it God had not from time to time raiſed ſome emĩ- 
nently guifted Perſons: therein, (in which reſpect J muſt needs 
confidently afſime, that it flouriſneth now more then ever) there 
could not haue wanted matter; through the many viſible inconveni- 
ences thereof, ta embroy le the Church in a tedious and 8 
255 8 ; taske, 
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taske. 1 ſhall but point at one; tis the equality of Paſtours, which 


indeed at firlt bluſh preſents you with a comely gloſſe, and hatha 


wonderfull influence upon the fancy, when it beholds it at a di- 


ſtance, but (in truth) is the fource of ditorder, the fountàine of 
negligence, and the bane of that laudable emulation among the vir- 
tuous to out · ſtrip one another in goodneſſe. It is to ſhut the doore 
againſt the perfection of life, in denying the ſtricteft obſervers of 
their maſters injunctions thoſe advantages and prerogatives which 


himſelfe hath deſigned them. What a block is it in the way to all 


thoſe eminent perſons: without, who were a: coming toward us? 
You know better then I how memorable to this purpoſe is the ex- 
ample of the Arch-bifhop of Spalata? Being be honoured” with 
no tanke at all above others, can you thinke they will quit that 
which they enjoy where they are? There can be no humility ſo 
great but may juſtly take offence at this. How can any Genius, ac- 
quainted thoroughly with it ſelfe, and borne to a preheminence 
over others with fome fingular endowments of Nature, be allured o- 
ver to a profeſſion,” whoſe ſweeteſt baite is but a voice with the 
meaneſt, and where its reſolutions ſhall be valued as cheape as thoſe 
of any other particular Perſon?” The world is not to learne what a 
traine of inconveniences attend theſe kind of ſuffrages and Delibera- 


tions, and how there muſt needes follow many farre worſe upon the 


neck of thoſe, ſo long as there 1s nothing but a bare ſupputation of 
Votes, without any endowed with Power and Abilities to poyſe 
them. Put caſe their Aſſemblies confiſt of a hundred Perſons; will 
there in truth be found ten, who will not rather be opinionate to 
cover their ſeverall defects, then be conformable to the example of 
their fellowes, or endeavour to better themſeves by their Counſells? 


Such is that ſelfe · love and radicall inclination we have to ſooth our 


ſelves, that we do not eaſily hearken tothe commands of reaſon, till 
we be awed thereunto.: And ſeeing this diſtiaction of degrees is 
fo neceſſary for the good ofthe Chuteh, how ſhall that end be ob- 


tained, if there be not ſome delegated both” in and out of thoſe Af - 


ſemblies, to repreſent the power of the whole, to exact upon all e- 
mergeneies an acedunt of their proceedings, to have the tigt of 


propaling, and collecting Votes, of ratifying Decrees, of promul- 


gating and putting them in execution, and daring to the field what- 


boever oppoſerg of the fame? Is this feiſible yithout a Biſhop, ſee- 


9 ing 


(to) 
ing that in ſuch Synods as ours all enjoy an equality of Power and 
Authority, and where (according to that proverbiall cenſure of the 
Aſſemblies of ( arthage.) The greater uumber carries it from the 
bet ter? Beſides, when the Synod is diſſolved, each Miniſter is left 
to his owne liberty, to do what his fancy ſhall ſuggeſt unto bim. 
put caſe he be found hipping:cither in manners or Doctrine, he is 
accountable to none but thoſe of his owne Conſiſtory, who are all- 
waies in teadineſſe, like ſo many rotten Pillars, to ſupport a crazie 


"Wall; or fo many blinde guides, that will needes undertake to re- 


duce ſtraglers into the way, or ſuch as leade men upon a præcipice. 
So that by this meanes the offender wants no invitations nor ad van» 
tages to inveigle thoſe that lend an eare to him, he being no way 
accountable but to another Aſſembly. In the interim he is proling 
for parties to his crimes, and Abettours to his Opinions; ſo that in- 
ſtead of fearing the rigour of a Judge in the Synod, he is often pro- 
vided of an Advocate, which would be altogether impoſſible, were 
there one enabled to ſtifle ſuch diſorders inthe wombe. This hints 


me of what I have read in Calvin upon this Argument. That rhe 


Preſbyters,to Wit, all ſuch as had the cure of Soules, were accuſtomed 
in every City to cull out one amongſt the reſt, upon whom in particular 
they beftowed the title of Biſhop, to prevent (ſaith he) thoſe ordinary 
Diviſions, which flow from 4 Parity, Notwithſtanding this Biſhop 
was not ſo farre lifted up above hu fellowes in howosr and degree, as 
that be might exerciſe any act of juriſdictian over them. Hit proper 
ſunction reſembled that of a Couſul in the Senate. He made relation 
<f proveeliegs in 4 full Houſe, he adviſed, informed, exhorted: He 
ruled all by his authority, wannaged the whcle Action, and put the ge- 
meral and unauimous reſiits of the Senate in execution, whereto he 
ſubjoyneth, eat according to the aniverſall acne Anti- 
guity, the neceffcy of the times was the firſt Authoriſer of this Cuſtomo. 
Now this neceſſity was nothing but thoſe diviſions which crept in 
among the Paſtours of the Church for want of ſome principall Os 
verleers, which is now farre greater in this Nation, then ever it 
was with them, as you ſhall ſee anon. 525 | 
But let us feele alittle more the pulſes ot theſe men that will 
have no degrees or preheminence in the Church. They be the ve- 
ry ſame that would have none in the State alſo. They ſtrike at E- 
piſcopacy for the {ame ends they have aſſaulted Royalty. They are 
| no 
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no ſtrangers'to the frowardneſſe of their-owne diſpoſitions, but are 
ſufficiently convicted how farre each of them in particular. hath de- 
generated from the Aſaximes; and even from the very graine of 
their Anceſtours. That they are generally odious and deſttuctive 
to the Publike, nor can ever build any hopes to themſelves but ſuch 
as mult have their foundation in perpetuall diſcords. That ſeeing 
theit expectations fruſtrate, and themſelves conſequently in a 
wretched condition, their onely way is to advance a generall con- 
fuſion, and ſo to involve all arder and conſtitution of former ages 


__ (whicherofle their wicked inclinations) in the ſame common ruine. 


The very complexion of theſe Rabe. bells ſpeakes the worth of what 
they oppoſe ſo eagerly. To which if you adde the manner how 
they have from the beginning invaded it, with what violence they 
have proceeded, you may eaſily inferre the baſeneſſe of thoſe who 
purthem upon that employment. No fooner had they notice of 
thoſe jealouſies betwixt the King and his Parliament (wherein at 
that time there were nota few ficke of the ame diſeaſe with theme 
ſelyes) but they readily embraced the opportunity, to make their 
Soveraigne and the Biſhops ſenſible of their inveterate ſpleene to» 
wards them. Having firſt ſet ſome ofthe other ſexe a worke, (which 
in the open ſtreets renounced all ſhame and modeſty, in lieu of bene» 
ditions (wherewith che cuſtome was to greet Princes), to belch out 
with a deliberate impudence moſt traiterous expreſſions againſt their 
King: the impunity of that ſexe( whoſe inſolence is oftner ſleighted, 
then puniſhed) animated the other to a deſperate reſolution of oſſer · 
ing violence unto his Perſon. To which purpoſe they inveſt hisPal- 
lace, ſeize upon White hall gates, and had not the well been 
providence of ſome of the Lords (though ſtrongly ſuſpected by that 
frantique multitude) quaſhed their deſigne, he could not have eſcapes 
ed their hands. The King having given them the lip, immediately 
theydivert the ſtreame of their fury upon the Biops,S&cas if they had 
beene ofa Fewiſ-deſcent, and ſome Pilates were upon the bench ta 
give judgement, they cryed; away with thoſe followers of Chriſt, 
as the other had cryed, away with Chriſt himfelfe. The Parliament 
indeavouting in a Prudent way to ſettle this diſorder, founil arub at 
the firſt from ſome among themſelves that had a maine hand in the 
buſineſſe, giving private intelligence to that ſeditious>Rabble, how: 


their proceedings were difliked, and how the Houſe of Lords hu 


carried 


(12) 
carried the matter in favour of the Biſhops ;/ and that they likewiſe 
were ſeconded by a conſiderable party of the Houſe of Commons. 
This ſet them all on fire ina moment; inſomuch that of Accuſers 
and Proſecuters they had turned Executioners, if thoſe pious men 
had not by Keeping out of tile way given place to their fury. In the 
meane time they are ſtill urgent, they bawle;-they'threaten,.' But 
perceiving how that great Body would hardly be forced without 
deſtroying it, and throwing themſelves alſo into danger, they joine 
fubtilty to open violence. The Biſhops muſt be impeached of High 
Treafon againſt King and 1 and of ſabverting the Funda 
mentall Lawes of the Land: This prodigious calumny nouriſhed the 
boldnefle of their Abettours in Parliament, and drew over to them 
all the faint · hearted, debarred the liberty of protecting Juſtice, and 
rendring her venerable to ſuch as had yet freely withſtood thoſe vio- 
lent courſes. From that very houre they are interdicted all reſort to 
Parliament. Their Houſes are plundered; their perſoni impriſoned, 
their complaints derided. In a word, there: is not any outrege ima- 
ginable which they did not exereiſe upon them; inſomuch that the 
very reaſons they alleadged to eleare themſelves, were brought un- 
det the compaſſe of a high miſdemeanour, albeit they knew not how 
to proceed againlt them; For even in their greateſt heate they Were 
forced to leave the matter undecided, and fo it continues to this day. 
They are never more gravelled, then when they fall upon debate of 
that. The Parliament, that is to ſay, the Lower Honſe, and the Sy- 
nod, doe both joine heads together to put an end to the Queſtions 
The one, in debarting thoſe z place in their Aſſembly, who have a 
righttoſit there from the firſtiinſtitution of Parliaments, and whoſe 
votes in that place are ſo fundamentally neceſſary, that without 
them allthe decrees of the other are null, and the originall conſtitu - 
tion ot the Kingdome infringed thereby. The other, contributes to 
their totallextirpation, and to ſhake off all bbedience tor them, that 
G they may er Libertiniſme, and force upon the 
Church that diſotder anch conſuſion which the ſpirit of giddineſſe, 
they ate po ſfoſſed with, hathi ever aimed a. 
© qadge Sir, by cheſe proceedings hat ſinterity there is in theſe 
NMovuliſti, and ii any hobeſt inan can iſhake bands with them.. 
145 oletlieBiſhups SIN ye pie, 
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N9IITNSS 


The 


; 089) 

The Perſons-ſhould be puniſhed, not che Profeſſion aboliſhed ; after 
the example of thoſe. Emperours, who had ing upon good grounds 
{facharteaſt as appeared ſo ro them) ejected certaine of their Bi- 
ſhops, did forthwith ſubſtitute others in their roomes; to let the 
World know, that if with one hand they put the law in execution 
againſt the crimes of men, with the tother they would ſtill main- 
taine the teverener due unto an Order in their eſteeme ſo ſacred, that 
thoſe they had diveſted of it, they adjudged altogether unworthy 
of the ſame. Suppoſe now they were found peccant in point of Re- 
ligion; this they may be as Men, and as Sinners, not as Biſhops. + 
The Miniſtery among us was never arraighed for thoſe ſtrange 
crimes, which have beene proved upon ſome of it's Profefſqurs. The 
Church is here to employ her authority, which ſtretehethnot beyond 
ſuſpenſion or deprivation, and that of the Perſont, not of the Functi- 
on. How many Biſhops hath Amiquity beheld ſhameleſly profane - 
ing the holineſle of their Profeſſion ? How many tainted with ava» 
rice, ambition, tyranny;/herefie, ſorcery? and yet never man ſaw-a- 
ny conſiderable number of them condemned; never: durſt or 
wo uld any pretetre a Bill for the ſuppreſſion of the Order 
I am not ignorant of what is here commonly objected, that ab- 
ſolute aurhority rao urs, riches! are the uſuall bane of the 
yon z and" that there be but few. men ot tanke. upon: whom they 
ave not a corruptive influence. That theſe two, being as it were 
inſeæperable Accidents, cannot be ſe queſtred from the Church with- 
out deſtroying the Subject which containes them. That the l. 
denſer and Albigenſes concurred in the fame. judgement, and 
— of late they have received a totall proſeription among our 
For the firſt, it is granted by all, that Riches and Authority ſuite 
not indeed with a narrow ſoule, uncapable either of rightly un- 
derſtanding, or knowingly valuing the pure and true dictates of 
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Chriſtianity. Iris 1 e. 1 IN i 
Jo the ſecond; who denies but there may be Biſhops without ei- 
ther inveſting them with an abſolute Power, or affotding them any 
ſuch exceſſe of riches? ß Han eee 
In the whole Primitive Church there were none but indigent and 
neceſſitous ones, enabled with no other authority,then"to diſpenſe 
the graces of God, and to proclaime bi Judgemients.unto; thi Wes 
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ple. And yet no doubt but iß choice, were made of .conſcientions 
men after the example of tlie Primitive Fathers, there would be little 
ground ta gtudge them what the baunty of Kings and the conſent of 
the People hath ſuffered them for ſo. many ages ſueceſſively to en · 
Jo 7. * t . W } 

If they be ſuch as are indeed worthy of a Biſhopricke,they will 
employ their authority in exeeuting juſtice upon the vicious expend 
their riches in accommodating the needy, as the Prelates here doe 
generally at this day. Their very Adverſaries conte ſſe them to have 
ever beene moſt ſtrict inquiſitours after crimes, and moſt ſevere pus 
niſhers of the ſame. Nor can they deny, that the popre and unfortu- 
nate, the Widowes and Orphans have ever found ſome what either 
in their Counſell or credit to protect them from ſcarne and reproach; 
And tfiey a needs farther acknowledge, that beſides thoſe workes 
of Charity, (which call for a revilent eſteeme, and even a kind of 
veneration to the memory ot an infinite traine of Biſhops) the pub. 
licke monuments founded by them both for the Honous and the pro- 
fit of that Kingdame, are ſo many bregnant arguments that they 
have employed their great revenues, cather as juſt Stewards: for the 
benefit ol others, then as the vaſſals of their owne pleaſures. Witneſſe 
fo many ſtately Churches, famous Colledges, rich Hoſpitals, ſo many 
Bridges, Foundations, Dotations, »Edifices, which owe their being 
to that Order. 3115 117 „ fler ino 8 0 {9% hl 
is true; the Waldenſes anch ¶Alligenſet were generally againſt 
Biſhops: but who can give us the true meaning of thoſe we deſire 
may paſſe for our patrernes? How many were there amongſt them 
whom. it would be a great erime to prapoſe forour ĩmitation f can» 
not be induced to beleive, that they of the moſt rationall fort among 
chem. who were belt acquainted with the Errours which had then 
Role into the Ghurch, were the lame with thoſe who at that time 
made warre upon the Biſhops. Nor can I thinke, that they ho mat: 
facred Trincavel, their Viſcount in Beſiers, and daſht out their Pre- 
lates teeth, (having taken Sanctuary in Saint #fſagdales's Church) 
were in the number of thoſe whoſe ſuccefiours we glory to be cal 
led. If fo, what may we thinke of the Divine Providence which: 
forty two yeares after gave theſe bloud-thirfty men into the hands: 
of the ¶ roiſſades ( as very bloud- ſuckers ad themſelves) who ſacri- 
ficed them in the ſelſe ſame Churcln, wherein they had us the 
FOIA oud 


bloud of others. Vengeance purſaed them into the place they had 


choſen for a Sanctuary. and where they had exerciſed their cruelty. 
there they received theit puniſhment. A remarkeable circumſtance 
to aſſure us chat the finger of Gais juſtice wat there. In the Hiſtory, 
al the Kings, the Bookes of Chronicles and Macriaſiaes, there are ſun 
dry. notable examples of Gad 's particular indigomtion- againſt ſome, 
upon whom he executed Juſtice-in the ſame places where they had 
committed their ſeverall crimes. The like you have in Jeſepbem, and 
generally every Author abounds with ſuch examples; all which I 
will baulke with ſilence that I may not paſſe overtwo or three re- 
markeable accidents to this purpoſe. in ſuch fxeſh memory and k now . 
ledge of all the People here, that even at this day thay ſtrike the con- 
ſciences of the molt with aſtoniſhment, however they ſtill continue 
in defiance ta ſuch viſible, ſummons from that providence which 
endeavours by this meanes to awakethems 511d S % ooo ind - 
Ihe degth of- Hampden is one. This man whom all your Novelift+ 
lapked upon as one of the-cheift Actours in the managing of their 
deſigne, and who was the firſt that put themin a poſture of Armes as 
gainſt their _ received his'Deaths. wound in the very ſame 
teild where firſt he put the Militia in execution. That of the Lord Chalgrove 
Braokes is another, and pet haps you will thinke it a greatet miracle. Feld. 
In the very moment he threatned to, demalith the Cathedrall of 
Lichfield, the ſame day whereon they celebrated the memory of the 
* Saint that founded it, he Was flaine with the glance of a bullet ſent Saize 
him fromthe hand of a dumbe perſon; and ee ee Chad, 
peeping out at a door ehichltbinł bath not been hitherto obſerved. 
Theſe cireumſtances are nat to paſſe oùr attention, being fo many in- 
{allible teſtimonies of a Divine vengeance. I might adde to the liſt of 
fuch examples that horrible diſeaſe of ya. At the ſame time that his 
Conſcience as gna wed with the vermine of ambition: aſſectingia 
Tyrannſcke power, God gave him for food td lice; and made him pe · 
Tiſh by ſach a kind ot death, as once he did thoſe monſtrous Tyrants, 
Herod and Plulip the ſecond, who both imbrued their hands in the 


It remaines now. that 3 ſhould anſwer to ſuch objectionb as are 
dtawyne irom the euſtome of France, wherein yon can ſpart mera la- 
bour your ielfe with many eee that ate acquainted ow 
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the preſent inconveniences which attend that way; and foreſee ſuch 
as. may be feared for the future 
In the meane time I will proceed to examine the grounds of Epif< 
copacy. And firſt of all I{ay that Epiſcopacy is either of Divine, or 
at jeaſt of Eeclefiaſticall Inſtitution Kot the former, then ought Bi- 
ſhops to be continued where they ate, and teſtored where they are 
not, Put caſe itbe of the latter onely , we are to examine Whether 


it was eſtabliſn d upon good grounds or noi and if ſo, whether thoſe 


grounds be not of equall validity with us, and we obliged as much: 


thereupon to- maintu ine it, Lintetunot iat this time to diſcuſſe ei. 


ther of theſe tum queſtiond: that tùske hath a ready beene ſo amply" 
performed by ſundry: eminent writers of this age, that thete re- 
ma ines little moreto be done to it, Nor will L deliver my owne pi. 
nion, I ſhallonely inſiſt upon two others. Saint Hienome faith that 


leo was inſtituted as the dnely meanes to top pe the current 
0 \ 


thoſe Diviſions which ſprung at firſtamong Chriſtians. Before 
(ich he) that by the inſti ation of the Devill there werb any ſidin gi au 


Religion, and People began to ſay, I am of paul, and [of Cephas; 4% 


IT Apollos, the (hurches mere ruled by thi joint reſolutions Prei 
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TR ſbyterl. But when very one began i faucy that thoſs ho baptized were | 
Fu om Au ut Chriftts, d was orflained- throughout the whole 


world, that ubere ſhould be vus choſin out of the reſt with u hom the cafe 
of the Church was to be entnuſted for the rooting up of Schiſmes , and 


:  ' faking away all matter of diſſention,, What this great Doctor ſpake 
ſio pundcually of che Baptiſme of Paal of Cepbas, and Apollo, is 


nothing (in my judgement) but an alluſion rd] ⅛⸗ we teade in one 
of the Epiſtles to the Corinthians, and ought to be conſtrued of all 
thoſe ſeeds of diviſion; which the Devill ſcattered among Chriſt ians 
in the infancy. of the Chureh, and ſuch as he hath throwne'amongſt 
them evtr ſince. Thus we fre ſa many monſtrous Hereſſes have beene 
ſtrangled by meanes of this Oider ; ſome. aſſiione as then N the 
light; others, after they tiad in a fort empoiſoried:the whole Barth? 
And if ſtill t here have continued ſome in the World, or any ſlips of 
the old roote have beene remaining , it hath generally happened in 
uch places hend Epiſtopacy had not i ð full force and where 
Counceits ſave nat enjoyed their due liberty b as in ſome ot the 
Southerne and Eaſternt Countries and ſome: alſo bt the» North, 


where Chriſtian Religion hath ſuffered either a torall extirpation, 


Or 


_ TT , 


r 
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8 or at leaſt ſome hotable alteration by Mb nmeraviſive.'- d le dem 


It then Rpiſcopacy hath produced fruits anſwerable to their, 
hopes who did firſt inſtitute it (as beyond all contradiction it hath): 
to what courſe ſhall we betake aur ſelves in theſe diſtractive times, 


* wheceinthe Devill is ſo buſy at bis gſd game, in fomenting:Diviſi - 
ons among all thoſe ham the Spirit of God hath: freed fromthe 


yoke and flwery of Rowe? now:eſpecidlly when-there are ſo min 
viſible Factions amongſt us, ſome ſiding with Luther, others with 
Calvin, and moſt of the reſt following no other guides, then their 
owne apiſh unruly Fancies? hat courſe I ſay (hall we now fly to 
for meren the 88 of all antiquity; in ttaeing their Steps: 
and conforming to:theirmuttes;; withall apply ing our ſelves to this 
Aae where with t they healed the like diſtempers we ſuffer, and 
on the point to periſh under? in thoſe times the unity of the 
Head begat an Ilnity of Miſfion, this an Unity of Doctrine, and both 
ere an tlnity of all the Faichfull among themſelves, But in tlieſa 


dayes ol ours . from he multitude of Paſtouts-equall-in authority, 


there flowes a diverſity of Miſſion, trom this a repugnancy of Do- 
cteines, and from both jointiy the Schiſmes and ſidings of People; 
which;could never fuve befallen us, had men contented rhemſelxxa 
with a mere Reformation of Epiſcopaey, tterlyabolichs 
edit; Orif during #heis;Diviban . they had: eſtabliſhed it: in ſuch 
places as they had made themſelves Maſters of, or where.they n- 
joyed a Toleration. I his is cleare from the example of Rowe, whole 
Diſeiples are never at oddes with themſelves, but (till łeepe the Boe 
dy gleſe and well campa et _— Membets, Through the skill of 
their Conductaurs qyſo hꝭve the ſole power of deciding gontroyeyy 
ſies amongſt them; hk they — 5 have authority, not any the leaſt 
badge thereof, bat what they derive from their Heads. So that it 


* Is rar 9 . Religion with them, ei⸗ 


ther in Dileiplive , and it any ſhould ariſe, that Orden 


doth 5 * thas trcannos proceeds eppes further, chen they 
pleaſe themſelves... +. +. + 


Af examples barrowed from: our Epemiep be adions, Jer us inſiſt 


' onelyuponthat.of England, Sa long s the Biſhops were not mo- 


leſzed in their Functiop that Kingtlame was not diſtuieted with apy 

dchiſmes gr dilorder in the Church · There dlurſt nen: a pe cſurie fue 

n head , till choſe Chriſtian ee gverborne with Molen 
WY 3 


7, 


ind all ſaperiority among Paſtours decryed. Now ir theit covje=- 


Gurt be (ound; who ſay that Saiht Hierome builds not à bare allaſi- 


on upon the words of Saint Paul, but a cleare obſetvation, that ĩm- 
mediately after the Apoltles times there aroſe certaine ſarres among 
Ser Diliplelomo perendingrosightol greater preheminece 


byreaſon of ſome better eridowments' (which every one in parti- 


| Gular"aſeribedro! him who badbapriſed zus inſtruRed bim) ind 


that upon this foundation the Deviltatternpted to build a mu'riplt- 
city of bodies, and prevailed ſo farre, that he ſeemed to have got a 
ſhare in the Church then in het Infancy; have not wie reaſon every 
moment to feare the like now from ſo many upſtatt DoRrines in 
Religion; and ſo many different ſects in Saropes reſulting from that 
variety of Opiniom which is every where to be Teene amongſt our 
Teachers? The malady is fo great, that it ſeemes to be artived at its 
beigbe; and ſo litdle care ii taken of applying a remedy, as if men 
had à deſigne 7 rags to betray the caufe ot God. The greateſt” 
milcheife-[ finde herein it, chat fo long as out exteriout government 
hall continue inthe fame poſture it is at this preſent, it will be im- 
poſſible to heale the diſtemper. and if we go about to alter the Order 
eftablithed, ie mult needes be ſtom bettet to worſe, in as much as e- 
very ſeet will be buy im tempting vtkersafter ir, and ſo make a up? 
tae in the Body and teare che Churd in ptece s 
Let us once more reflect a ittle upon Antiquity. Had there 


beene ought amiſſe in rhe firſt inſtiration of Epiſeopacy, and had 


not indeed the-{piritof. God beene the ſole conttiver of it for the 
de mmdn benefit of the Church, could bis providence have given 
wi to thatgenerall unanimous approbarion it teceived from Chri- 
flians in every corner of the Univerſe? We ſee elearely, that of all 
the new Lawes and ſeverall alterations deviſed by the wiſedome 
and orudence of man, thert is not any one but bath bèene op pOIed 


in mie part of the World, or other. - Wirneficivhatere heth bee ne 
obttuded upon xhe Churcli eicher againſt 'the cuſteme of Antiquity 
or the rales of Scripture, ſuch as are che Swpreme antherity of one 
Perſon in caſus ſpivitadll, the ſeverall teneti about the Encharift, In. 
worntion® of Saints, worſbiping 70 _ unh many other, ' Burt 
this device whichenables ohe ofthoſeriat ureiiployed? in the di- 

enferion of tue Heavenly tocaſuers wyſeh zpowerabove his fellowes 


hach cemimued 2inviolable among all the Nations of the earth for 
* 0 well 
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49) | 
well. nig the ſpace of fourterpe hupdred yeares\tagether, nata 


man ĩn all this time opening his wouth-againlit-ir, (what ever differ» 


ence of opinions, Schiſmes and Hereſies the Spirit ot blindeneſſe in- 


troduced within the pale of Chriſtianity) till this age of our Refor- 
mers, who perſwaded themſelves they could by humane prudence 


ſetle among the Miniſters: of the Goſpell an equalitꝝ of merit. of 
zeale; of charity and affection, by ordaining an equality of Power 
and Authority, and were further confident by this meanes to cut the 
throate of that Tyranny. under which our Fathers for ſo long a time 

had groaned, as alſo to te · invite into the world that ſweetneſſe and 
affability, wherewith the founders of the Church ſo expreſſely 

charged it ſnould be governed. And laſtiy they preſumed. that if the 
Prelates were once outed, integrity, innocence, and good manners. 


would be reſtored to their. place in the Church againe, nor ſhould. 


luxury, incontinence, or any other kinde of leudneſſe uſurpe their 
Roomes any more for eveeerrr.d Lp? 

¶ Theſe indeed were good wiſhes and deſires, hut the meanes of 
perſuing them ſtarke naught. Neither did they meet with a generall 
likeing, divers having rejected them as fighting with that ſucceſſe 
which others had promiſed themſelves in the uſe ot them. Did not 
Germany; which firſt threw the Pope out of the Saddle, and where: 
the purity of the Goſpell was fitſt reſtored. to its-antient. Liberty, 
retaine ſtill in her Churches: that ſuperiority, againſt which they 
declaime here? Tis inviolably maintained in moſt countries of the 


North. Did the Patriarch of Conſtantinople abjure or condemne it, cyril; 


when he reformed himſelfe aſter the example of the Prateſtants 
in the Weſt ! Or dare an of us deny him our Communion, 
becauſe he retained it? Nay. was he ever ſo much as adviſed to 
forgoe itꝰ The luſtre and ma jeſty of the title he bare was no im- 
pediment to him from being both a conſeſſour and a martyr of: the 

ame Chriſt we worſhip. p. 5 e 

But let us herein conſult with our moſt eminent Neformers. L 


* 


tber i moſt violent oppoſer of the Authors of ruine and corruption 


in the Qhurch, after he hath ſpent himſelfe in heaping reproaches 
upon the Biſhops, calling them Idolla, and dumb Status, idle puppets, 
deceitfull markes, trunkes without branches or xootes, empty ſbadomes, 
Hage player ſuch as were ſo farre from knowing tbe honour of their 
Funttion, and bom to diſcharge it aright, that they did net * 
. dinge 
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the Etymology of the name they bare; wolfesibreiſiy: traytans; tyrants, 
murtherer: 2 ee the burden of the earth, the 
"eApoſler of Antichriſt, montded and fitted for the deffantiiq»-of the 
world, and extinguiſhing the light of the Goſpell, at laſt he comes to 


himſelfe againe, and tells ws that be inveighs onely againſt the cor- 


ruption of their livuꝶ, and thiir palpable Ignorance; as fan the riſt, that 
be bavbourtt nota though + Es rand frame vf the Church, 
and that nothing be had (poken bf thoſe idle droufe Animalls and filthy 
belly. Gods onght to br applyed tothe honeſt Paſtours, and real Biſhops), 
whom he'there calls the Heads and 'Over-ſeers of the Chriſtian 
(onrth; In other places, as namely in lu Capniviry ef Babylon, he 
Sverthrowes the ſactament of Otder, and rejecteth (as a ground 
ſeſſe fancy) their indelible character. But he quarrells not there 
with Biſhops alone, but even with Preiſts and Deacons, avouching 
all rhe-fairhfull equally to be Preiſts and Deacons, and endowed with 
equall Authority. Notwithſtanding tecollecting himſelfe, he con- 
budes for rh exellency of Eyiſcopary, ac hnewledgiug the name thire- 
ee, ſabned and ancient: and that if he deny it thiſe againſt whom 
8 declaimes, tis becauſe be thinks it wnlawfull to beſtow it on ſuch, 
whoſe corruption and felthinefſe renders them ſo unworthy of it, In the 
Pratt he compiled far d inſtroclion of Minifters, hie cloſeth his re- 
formation with an eſt ablimeur of Biſpops, towhich he maul have the 
Cities of Bohemia conformethemſelues: in vie Hixig one or two, and en- 
abling them with Authority over the reſt, to goc in viſitation about 


.. the Churches after the example of Saint Peter in the Act, which he 


ſtileth a lawful and Evangelical Archiepiſcopacy. But if men be ſo 
yainely timerbus that they dare not adventure upon the reeſtabliſh» 
ing of an Apoſtolirall Tuſtrration, he permits them tò retaine the cu- 
ſtome of Rome, in having Biſhops ta call, ordaine, and confirme ſuch at 


| 3hey ſhall finde capable according. to the platſorme and Doctrine of Saint 
Paul. So likewiſe you may lee divers examples of thatage; which 


teſtity that ohelopintons' ot thoſe tĩmes tre mucbrdiſfcrent from 
duls about the point in Queſtiun. We finde in one of Peter (Mar- 


_ 42s Epiſtles to Beta, that a certaine Biſhop ot Trey making a ſctu- 


ple of continuing in that profeſſion after his converſion to the Re- 
formation, was unanimoufly*reccived and acknowledged: of alb for 
ala full Prelate, whoſe Authotiry. together with his Piety \provw'dl 
> maine advancement oi the Churches good. This worthy: Authöt 
IE | not 


favour: of Princes, | Chriltians can have but faint hopes of reaping a- 


not condemning Epiſcopacy-in generall, paſſeth only this verdict 


upon it, that in as much as none arcraiſed'to that dignity but by the 


ny great benefit thereby. In the ſame place he concludes for the ne- 


reſſity of their vifitations as 4 preſent remedy to curet he natural infir- 


mity of man, who is ever drclining from bad to worſe, and be ſpeakes : 
there of Primates. aud Arch. biſbopt, as of thoſe, who for Sanity 
of life and Purity of, Doctrine were deſigned to this Function in the 
ſeverall Cities and Sees ofgreateſt note: withall condemning thoſe 
who intrude at their owne pleaſures into the Miniſtery, & conclude- 
ing it is not without ſome emphaticall ground, het in the Epiſtles 
te Timothy and Titus: the: ſeverall conditions and qualifications of 


Biſhops, Proiſf i, and Deacons are ſopunnally deſeribed; Where it 


is worth your obſervation, that he marſhalls all three in their proper 
ranks, a pregnant evidence that he made more then two degrees of 
Eecleſiaſticall Order. And ſo likewiſe doth the Author of our te- 
tormed diſcipline in France, who in the firſt Artiele acquaints us 
with three ſorts of Miuiſterts, Biſhops or Paſtourt, Deacons, and 
Precbyters,quoting to this purpoſe the ſame Epiſtles with Peter. Mar. 


tyr. Where two things deſerve our notice, firſt the name of B:/pops, 


and next that of Presbyters. As for the former I cannot but wonder 
why: he ſhould confound it with that of Pxftowre; & then atter diſtin- 
guiſn both from Pre ſbyters, if it be true (as many would have it) 
that Presbyters, Paſtours, and Biſhops, were but one and the ſelfe 
fame thing in the Primitive Church. As for the name of Presbyters, 
it is miſapplyed with us to ſuch whoſe Function ſpeakes them to 
be no more then Deacont A thingutterly repugnant to the practice 
all ages. Whence it appeares, that he was ſome what aſhamed to 


baulke an Order which he knew che Primitive and purer Chriſtians 


beld in ſuch ſingular eſtimation, and the Church, maugre the ſeverall 
cortuptions init, hath ever ſince maintained. At leaſt we may 
ſhrewdly ſuſpect, that he afforded this name a place there, as the 
print or: ſhadow (at leaſt) of a Function which had beene before, 


and the ſeed or baſis of that which ought to have beene eſtabliſhed 
among the Churches in bis time ; then eſpecially: when it might be 
ee with the leaſt prejudice to manners or doctrine, both which it 


vas eonſtantlybeleeved were moſt ofall undermined by Epiſcopacy. 


The truth is, all the Divines of greareſ note with us have beene 


driven 


\ 
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deiven upon this copclaſion: wbenſoever they have fallen upon thẽ 
ſame Queſtion. They all joyntly condemned with extreameſt ri- 
gaur the corruptions, which in their times: were ( in a ſort) the in? 
dividuall companions of that Profeſſion, but they never deny it its 

due reverence, conſidered abſtraQtively in it ſelte. Caluis after he 
himſelfe had executed the Office of a Biſhop in Geneva, * diſcourſes 
ing of the ancient inſtitution of Biſtops in Cities, of eArch- Biſhops 
above them in Provinces, and in ſine ot Patriarobs advanced at the 
Councell of Nice above both the former, ſaith, that this was done in 
erder to the diſcipline. of the Church, and withall acknowledgeth, 
that Antiquity. natwit hſtanding ſuch innovations, had not. the leaſt 
thought of thtruding upon the. Church any other forme of government, 
then mbar Go bimſalfe had preſcribed in his word. That honſoc ver 
they beſtowed on that forme of their owne the vame of Hievarchy, 


4 word not extant in;Scripture , yet we are not to dwell upon the notions 


but toweigh the nature of the thing it [elfe. By which paſſage, Sir; 
you may eaſily inferte: ho this worthy Author ſtood afteRed to the 
Order We ſpeake of. That of Ber an able judicious writer (if we 
reflect upon the times he liv d in) is no leſſe for our pur poſe, then tie 
fetmer. He grants in one place, that Epiſcopacy was uſefull in the 
Church; and that the diſtinction of Biſhops and Arch-biſbops was firſt 
inſtituted for the neadiem conveening of Synods, and managing the 
2 of the Church ith. more ſteadineſſe. To wave what this a- 
ble Auth or hath farther delivered upon the Queſtion, who will not 

hence conclude (if he caſt but an eye upon the many difficulties they 


meet wich that are to ſteere the inclinations of men either in Religi- 
on or Policy) that he was ſo fatre ſrom difillowing Epiſcopacy, that 


on the contrary he approv'd it as an Inſtitution of higheſt conſe · 
quence to Chriltianity* And in the particular caſe of Eng land, eve- 
ry body knowes, that theſe two eminent Perſons abſolutely ſub- 
ſer ihed to its continuance there. The one of which hath publiſhed 
ſo much to the world in a Tract againſt Saravier and doth not the o- 
ther alſo ſpeake expreſſely in behalfe of thoſe in that Kingdome. 
which the men of this generation would quite extirpate? ?: 
But let us farther examine their opinion who ſpeake of the thing 
in generall, Polanus is peremptory, that to wake up thoſe breaches in 
the Church mbich happened after the e Apoſtles times, there'was one ſet 
ever the reſt of the Protbyter's, and cal #by why of eminence Biſhop, 
e | CES. 2 Oo 


lau ibe oi ference of time and place when aud where to erte their 


— 


wheteto he bjoyneth, 4a in relation to that yrimitivr order aul 
Aiſcipliug of the Church, there hath: ver beene ou ranked before tb 
enſt of his. Brethren to kgepe them within compaſſe, and to] prevent the 
hrogching-of any: new dottriner. \Melanchronis yer:more' expreſſe; 

T hepolray pfthe Church (faith he) thirirthoexrriqnr face thereof 

G comporendedof tw ingredientrs The firſt is the iniftery yt rhin - 
f Cod tonne immedsate inſtitution, (aud it container ſius parts, 1. The 
E - of calling and ordaining Miniſers. 2. The injunttionto preach 

he Goſtell. 3. be power of remitting fiunet. 4. of adminiſtring thi 
Seer aments;and ler, bt Tante cler 1 les 

V e ſecond ut ile humane C anſtitut ions of 
Bista, aud Councells, who are to regulate ithe degreerof ini ere, 


Fundtiont. Now ( ſaith he) thoſe conſtitutious ure to de maintained 
For the oberiſbing of good Ordir, yer fo as then he druiuod from all tu. 
ture of ſaperftition, And he gives the reaſon; becauſe they bave u 
Ande of right naturall; the very lam of nature obligeing us to the con. 
fant obſervation + good order in the conduct of our lives, A paſſage 
very pat for Epiſcopacy, as noting unto us the impoſſibility of com. 
poling any Church. di ſordets wirhpur it. Fer the Members will 
then teare one another in peices, and the body which kept them to- 
gether in ſo cloſe and ſtrict an union, cannot long maintains the 
peace and barmony which that order as the ſoule infuſed into them, as 
Saint Baſi/ ſomewhere ſpeaketh. I cannot wave neither a paſſage 
I have ſometimes read in Hierome Sauanarola, a bitter enemy to 
the cortuption of the Clergy, and one that vehemently declaim'd 
againſt the diſorders of the Church. I (faith he in his booke de 
veritate Fidei) there ſhall happen any knotty difficult ſcruple in the Aſ- 
 Jemblies of the faithfull, hs Biſhops are they that muſt decide the 
Queſtion: which mult needes be conſtrued of that ſuperiority, 
whereby they are to bridle the boldneſſe and infolence of ſuch as 
being hurried on with a ſpirit of confuſion, diſquiet the Church 
with: maladies hard to be cured. This mov'd the other Hizrome 
about i 200 yeqres agoe to avouch, that the proſperity of the ¶ hurci 
did [o mairely depend upon the ſuper iour Miniſter, that were it other - 
wiſenthere would be as many Schiſmes among Chriſtians,as Presbyters. 
Which conſequent ((aith the Archebiſhop of S palata it manifeſtly ſcene 
ß ſuchof the reformed Churches as m_ abandoned Epiſcopacy. This 
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Was the tekſon why the Princes and all thoſe ot the Clergy 


that ſubſcribed to the ¶Ausburge Confeſſiun, did joine in ſuch 
an open Proteſtation before God and Man, that they ſought 
nt for the extir pation of it. They were as well aequairted as We 
with the corruption of the Biſhops; and had as much (it feaſt) to 


feare from their continuance, as we can poſſibly have. And yet to 


prevent the unavoidable neceſſity of that conſuſion, into which 


they would otherwiſe have fallen, they unanimouſly agreed upon 


the defence of that Ancient Order, and to oppoſe with all eaget- 
neſſe ſuch as ſhould endeavout the abolition ef the lame. This they 
hotly pur iued, not barely in order to Religion which they lubeured 
to reſcue from Romiſh flavery, but alſo for ſome ſecular confiderati- 
ons, intwiſted with Religion it ſelfe; as the union and concord of 


the People, without which it would be a very hard taske for them 


ta preſervetheir ſeverall Rights and Prerogatives entire. This alſo 
is the reaſon why the ſucceeding Emperours made ſo many attempts 
to bereave the German Proteſtants of this Order, being taught by 


experience that Epiſcopacy keepes them cloſer together, and that 


this union of the People is the greateſt obſtacle to their ambitious de 
ſigns. Had there been auy Biſhops in the Palatinate,all the reſt of the 
reformed parts in Germany would have lheucke in for their defence, 
and engaged themſelves in the ſame quarrell. France it ſelfe would 
not have ſuffered them to be made ſuch arreaſy prey to the houſe of 
Auſtria. But all things ſeemed to conſpire the ruine of that State, 
which to the prejudice of it's owne- particular intereſts, the intereſts - 
of Chriſtendome, and of all thoſe of the North (who had declared 


themſelves both againſt Rome, and againſt all ſuch as aim'd at an uni- 


verſall Monarchy) would needs ſet on foot new maximes, and pur- 
ſuc the project of areformatian, from which it had ſo many viſible 
I have long ſinee exceeded the bounds of a Eetter, and (contrary 
to my firſt thoughts) have wel-nigh ſwelled it into a Volumes The 
feare I have to treſpaſſe upon your patience makes me paſſe by a 
whole cloud of our firſt Reformers, all jointly ſubſcribing tothe ſame 
concluſion. And beſides, the ſmall remnant of time behind will not 
fuffer me to recall into your memory what thoſe of our Age deter- 


mine upon the Queſtion. 


Ibave ſcatce heatd of any able and judicious Divine withus,who _ 
values not this Ancient Order as the band and inſtrument of that _ 
| | | peace 
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peice which Chriſt ptesched. Tknow very well chat all your / 
row and popular ſudgements doe leane another way, and that the 
number of theſe exceeds by much that of the more knowing ſort. 
Nor am I ignorant, that there be ſome able malicious heads amongſt 
us, which clearely ſee the truth, but cannot aſſect it; they are ſo 
tranſported with the love of · an unlaw full and counterfeite liberty 
that they never buſy themſelves about the prevention of that difor= 
der which it will inevitably (ſooner or later) pull upon them and 
all ſuch as adhere totieemn . 
Mounſieur 4 Aellin is none of chat number. This gallant man 
(whom God honoured with fo many eminent gifts above all thae 
were either the Authors or Abettours of ſuch corruptions as had 
crept into the Chureh) is peremprory in the point(appealing to the 
generall ſuffrage of Eccleſiaſticall ſſory) that ine tely after the 
dime of the eApoſties er indeed while they worr yet living;there begun 
in every ¶ ity to be one of the Paſtouri ſer aver the reſt (diſtinguiſhed 
by the Title of Biſhop, andinveſted with a power above hi fellowes, to 
prevent that confuſion which ordinarily flowes from equality, & tb in- 
fftitution met with a generall approbation ; whence (faith He we cannot 
excaufe Act ius for oppoſing the determination of the Church in hu time, 
when the difference ſtood only in point of Diſcipline. A little after he 
concludes,that in England God made wſe of certaiue Biſhops ont of the 
Church of Rome for accompliſhing that glorious worke of the Refor . 
mation; whereupon the name and dignity E a . hath beene derived 

ſucceſſi vely unto ſuch his CManiſters, whom be hathraiſed up to diſes+ 
wer the errours and corruption of men. That in other places where God 
made choice of Pretbyters and Dodctours, the Paſtours of the Church 

are barely ſtiled Miniſters, the People with us being not able to digeſ 

' the names ef Preiſts and Biſhops, the bad converſation of ſuch as went 
under that name having rendred them ſo extreamely oazoms. Which 
yet is but a ſlender ground for their extirpation , as I ſhall cleare 
Antonius de Domini, an able man without queſtion, and a pros 
feſſed adverſary to the Romiſh Tyranny (under which in fine he pe- 
riſned) maintaines with great force of reafon, that the Election of 
Miniſters, to mit, of Biſhops and Preifts, was made by the Apoſtles ac» 
cording to the inſtitution of Chriſt ; that the ¶ hurchi hath alwaies ad. 

| knowleaged and profeſſed a * berwixt them ; the age 4 
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. thair funſt ions and the general practice of antiquity having everrankgd 


Biſhops before Preſpyters, © tf 6 TY 
Andi in the ſame place he takes the paines to collect and ſalve the 
ſeverall paſſages of Scripture which ſeemingly ſpeake thę contrary. 
ag alſo thoſe in the Fathers, and Canons of :Councebs:. IV hercupon 
he gives us a very remarłteable obſervation (which ligave you a light 
touch of before) and tis this, That alu as forſorke the Communi. 
an of the ¶ atholacks ¶ hureh ſ as ihe Novatiant an Donatiſts) would 


yet ſtill retaine their Biſhops, knowing very well that the Church could 
vet poſſiliy ſubſiſt without them, 4 bring abſolutely meerſſary in the 


Catbolique Church, of which every ene in particular would pretend ta 
be a Member, y ., $3017 $0 £01330 -SIGUE „ inne 1 2291 
And hence is it that in Rome there have ſometimes beene three at 
once one of the. at haliques , Who was the lawfull and true one; 
the other two. of thaſe two hodies (ur rather diſmembred peeces 
the Church) which they let up fox no other teaſon, uit hecauſe they 
would otherwiſe: have beene convicted to be without the pale of 
the Church of Chriſ t.. home aches $a I 
-. I hope Monſieur Blondell and Salma, when they have once 
arged Epiſcopacy from ſuch corruptions as the ſpirit of lying had 
Liſtened upon it (on purpoſe to render it as pernicious in the uſe, as 
it was ſacred in the inſtitution) will no longer keepe aloofe in their 
opinions from us, but ſadly lay ing to heart the evills which will ine · 
vitably oppreſſe the whole Church, if once it be deprived ot it's an- 


cient forme of goverment, they will contribute ſuch advice to this 


miſerable Country, as their knowledge and honeſty ſhall ſuggeſt un- 
to them: nor continue to ſtifle a knowne truth, as many at this day 
(ſtrangers to neither of us) ſo unconſcionably doe. Let the Monkees 


grumble ſas long as they pleaſe) againſt that Order, to which they 


cannot endure their owne extravagant tules ſhould be any way ſubs 


ordinate. Let the inſolent and faucy/Fe/a5re'oppoſe their authority, 
and flinke out of their fight for feare they ſhould take notice of his 
Oorruption. But let us whoſe thoughts ought to be moſt pure, and 


actions maſt regular, ſubmit unto thoſe maximes to which theſe ſif. 


Teen laſt Centuries have paid an univerſall obedience, Who knowes 


nat ttt if the Power delegated to the Miniſtets of the Goſpell 
ſhould be equally ſhared amongſt all, Confuſion and Diviſion muſt 
meedsbe'the iſſue? Had not the Jewes (who were but an * 
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to our Biſhop in every particular Church ? who-marched be fore the: 
reſt, enjoyed divers peculiar prerogatives above his Brethren, and) 
had certaine diſtin funRions in point of Religion apperteining to 
him. Doth not even reaſon informe us, that tis impoſſible for any. 
Congregation or Society of men to keepe long together, if there 
be not eee ſet over the reſt, that (like an indiſſoluble chaine) 


oy 


is to reſtraine the ſeverall members (how different and diſagreeing 
ſoever among themſelves) within the limits ot their proper cals 
lings. What would be the iſſue of all our Aſſemblyes, had they not 
a preſident over them? by meanes whereof we: ſtill retaine an Idea 
of that Churches practiſe, which we have abandoned for its impus 
rities. And this indeed is the onely Antidote for all ſores and diſtem- 


was firſt eſtabliſhed, w bieh in my judgement are of equall force for 
he continuange of it to all ages; ſeeing you have as great cauſe now 


ag ever to feare thoſe: inconveniences which attend an * 


You have Collfcels to beafſembled, Schilmestobeeompoſed, He: 


A beconvinetd, and many ill appointed Churches to be vi- 
But there is yet a more ſpeciall and preſſing motive in the caſe of 

Englaxd, to wit, the Genius of the People, who being accuſtomed = 
to gaze upon a gorgedus outſide, will not without much reluctancy 
ze drawne to yeild any manner of reverence and ſubmiſſion to ſuch 
as ſtand not upon the vantage · ground of hondir. Witneſſe their 
Divines and all the gowned tribe. Let their vertues be never fo legi - 
ble; the Great ones looke upon them but as ſo many „iy fellowet in 
blacke; extracted out of the ſeumme of the People, who for their 


port thinke they doe them a great honour, if they ſhall vouchſafe 


to uſe them as theit companions. The caſe being thus, what may 
we thinke would attend the extirpation of Epiſcopicy out of that 
Kingdome, but the utter contempt of Chriſtianity?” b 

From vilifying the perſons, tis ordinary to proceed next to a 
ſlighting of the Profeſſion, though never ſo ſacred, And if they put 
ſuch a cheape eſteeme upon the Perſoris of thoſe that are to dire& 


| the Conſcience; and waich over the ſoule, with what oſeitaney and 
iadlevotion will all their counſels and ipſtructions be entertained 


amongſt them / Lis indeed the dignity of the Prelates which hath 
hitherto ſuipported the dignity of Religion, and if any manner of re- 
ſpect hath e them, it was firſt excited by the Majeſty ar 
luſtre of that ſuperioriry wherewith God hath inveſted them, as the 
moſt naturall meanes to keepe in an Evangelical awe a People, 
whoſe vpn ene with exceſſe of riches and ſecurity, 

hath merited them the name of the moſt inſolent People in the 


* 


But they tell us, that the Biſhops of meere Overſeers were become 
ablolute Lords; and of Rulers had transformed themſelves into Ty- 
rants 3 which indeed may be true of ſome , but not of all. How 

many have there beene in E»g/and (ihce the Reformation ſo farre 


fromthe leaſt ſmacke of their Predeceſſours or any of their fellow 


brethrens vanity, that on the contrary in examples of modeſty and 


and humility they have leſt moſt of the truly Reformed Paſtours in 


Europe behind them? who knowes not that the now Biſhop of 
Durbam, notwithſtanding the large revenues he formerly enjoyed), - 
and the ſeverall titles of honour particularly annexed to that Bichop- 
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ricke, hath manifeſted to the world that he is caſt in tlie ſame mould 
with thoſe untainted ſoules of the Primitive Church, g. 
All men may reade his temper, and what ſpirit ſwayed him in his 
greateſt proſperity, inaſmuch as now ſharing in the common calamĩ · 
ty, depriv'd of all his livelyhood, and brought to indigence, thrown 
downe from fo high a pitch of greatneſſe ta fo low anebbe, from ſo 
much .honour to ſo much infamy , ſhut up as it were in a priſon, 
without eaſe, without liberty, and almoſt without a freind too, aged 
about foureſcore and five or fix yeares; he beares it all out with: 
ſuch compoſedneſſe of ſpitit, ſuch an abſolute teſignation of him- 
ſelfe ta the Divine Providence in the midſt of theſe his trialls, that 
he ſeemes to have no part in the corruption of the Times, and thoſe 
impurities wherewith they charge his Brethren : ſuch a large por - 
tion he hath-in the innocence and vertues of che Primitive Mar- 
yr So | 3 * 44 | 4 
Did ever any man behold a more Apoſtolique man, then the pre- 
ſent ! Primate u Treland?l applaud not now the learning either of* Biſhop. 
the one, or other. I ſpeake onely of their piety, that characteri· Uſher. 
ſticall vertue of the Saints. 8 1 11112 
Could any the moſt active and noted adverſaries of Epiſcopicy 
ever blemiſh the converſation of Doctor Bromhall Biſhop of Derry, 
of Jewell, Bilſon, Hall, Dowaham, Davenant, Sands, Abbot, Ag | 
drewes, Uſrer, Prideaux, and a large Catalogue beſides of ſuch . 
whoſe vertues are not yer come to my knowledge, no more then 
their names? For all thoſe: prerogatives they enjoy above other 
men by. reaſon of the Character they beare, for all that ſuperiority 
and thoſe titles full of pompe and magnificence the Lawes of the 
Land have allowed them; did ever any know them give the leaſt 
ſcandall to the moſt ſcrupulous conſcience, or the leaſt occaſion 
for the-meaneſt Subject to complaine of them? On the contrary, 
the whole courſe of their lives is a copy worthy. the imitation not 
onely of ſuch as had need to reforme themſelves , but even of the 
molt unblameable perſons. I ſhould but wrong their modeſties in 
proceeding any further. And I would be loath to diſtaſt them, ha- 
ving no other intent then ſimply to deſcribe them, However I ſhalt; 
confidently avouch thus much, that they live in Epiſcopacy with: 
much more integrity, then any of their Perſecutours do in their pro- 
feſſions; as being conformable to their 1 who firſt gave life 
unto 
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titito it» The Divine Authours of ſo ſacted an Ordinance knew well 


enough what high conceits are apt to ſutprize the foules of men 
when once they are lifted up above others : and hence was it that 
of fo many names wherewith the Apoſtles inveſted. the Rulers of 
the Church, they pitch t upon the name of BiſSop,for ſuch as were to 
fit at the Sterne. There were others that carried more ſtate and lu- 
ſtre with them, as that of Paſtour, wherewith: Hamer honours his 
King, of Elder, of Doftanr, of Preſident, of ¶ beiſe. But this is 
2 name of toile and diligence, by which the firſt impoſers of ir in- 
tended to:containe ſuch as they had exalted above the tanke of others 
within the bounds. of their calling. And agreeable hereunto , what 
paines have the men we named ever denied to confecrate unto the 
Church ? Have they ever thwarted the Rules of their firlt Inſtituti- 
on? And if the name they beare ſpeakes them engaged to a perpe- 
tuall raske in managing of publicke affaires, have they not ever a 
plied all: the powers of their ſoules to the purſuance of the ſame? 
Yes, they have done it with a flaming and faint - like zeale, and have 
made the world read in their Actions their conſtant readineſſe to ſa- 
crifice their lives and fortunes to the good of their Brethren. 
But they are traduced for countenancing Popery where it was al- 
ready, and ſcattering ſome new ſeeds thereof where it had been ex» 
This may be true of ſome , but is a groſſe ſlander upon the- 
moſt ot them. 27 | | | 
It it had a ſimple toleration, this was done moſtly out of a chari- 
table regard towards the Reformed Churches in Popiſh Dominions; 
nay further for the good of the Pa piſts themſelves whom they ſo to 
letated. Their examples, their converſation. their affable deportment 


might happily one day draw them over to a Profeſſion from which 


baniſnments and other thie like rigorous courſes doe eommonly di- 
vert them. Religion cannot be forced upon ih ſoule. God muſt ei 
ther infuſe it himſelſe, or pertwade it by men. Had the Biſhops 
leaned never ſo little to the Popiſh Party, and could they have been 
induced by any warping in opinion to favour thoſe of that Religion 
when the Proteſtants were overborne in Ireland, they would cer- 
tainly have uſed them with more humanity. when they had them at 
oF mercy z as an argument of that good correſpondence betwixt 
But 


— 
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But the eaſe” Was much otherwiſe, ſo ad. never Were any in & 


more deplorable condition, then they. There is no manner of re- 
e eee & per ſecution, which hith not befallen them. 
Had the Biſhops there beene ſuch as the common voice proclaimes. 
them, would they not have beene ſparcd ? And if they had not been 
Proteſtants indeed, would they not have gone over to the Conqua · 
rours, and have followed the prevailing party? was there for all this, 
I will not ſay a Biſhop, but even any well affected to Epiicopacy , 
whom the threats of Fire and Sword. could prevaile with to em- 
brace Popery, and renounce the Reformed Religior? . 
They further tell us, that they doated too much upon titles of 
pride and ambition, and ſuch honours as the ſuperſtition and Idola- 
try of blinder times beſtowed on them. Beſhrew their hearts that 
did ſo. But the Innocent have reaſon to complaine of hard dealing, 
ik they muſt be liſted with the guilty, were there indeed any ſueh ar 
all. You will pardon me if I ſhall hereupon avouch, that manyeven ot 
our owne men have ſometimes picked a quarrell where there needed 
none. I remember we once fell in diſcourſe upon this argument, and 
how after ſome ſlight debate you agreed with me in the upſhot, that 
the Overſeers of the Church ought in all reaſon to be inveſted with 
ſome diſtin and peculiar character to draw reſpect from inferioursy 
That this was ever the practice of the Church, and the very intenti- 
on of thoſe that eſtabliſhed a ſuperiority therein. Whence aroſe 
the ſeverall appellations of Father, Paternity, Pope, Holineſſe, with 
many ſuch in uſe with antiquity. Nor is Epi/copacy and the re peo 
due unto it eommended unto us with more carneltneſiethen former. 
ly they were. As God ſeemes to have graven his image in ⁊ mote e- 
minent manner upon the face of ſuch as are in authority, thereby re- 
preſenting his unity, (an unity not to be parallell'd with any thing 
in the world} in like ſort hath the Church univerſall honoured them 
with ſuch prerogatives as might beſt denote the obedience due to 


God himſeife who conferred: that function upon them. Hence doth | 


the Author of that Epiſtle tothe Tralias, which goes under the 
name of Saint $ mn thefe expreſſe tearmes ; Reverence your 
—— as yes doe Chrift , reſerving alſi à ſhare in the honour to the 


Prenbytera, that fo by your ſubjeftion to the Biſhop and the Precbytery, 


ye may be ſanfiified in al things Thispresbytery, as he there interprets 
it himſclfe, is the Colledge of ct 4 facredeAfſembly,. the Bi- 
BS 3 hops 
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apt C vuncellort, and fuch as we call Aſſeſſours iu civiſl Courts; to 
whom he enjoynes obedience 47 to the Apoſtles of Feſnr Obriſt. 
| Where the diſtinction he makes betwixt the honour due to Biſhops 
|| and that appertaining to Prezbyrers is worth our obſervation. For 
he ſaith that the former are to be reverenc'd as (rift, the other as 
his Apoſtles; which he would never have done had he not preſumed 
that they, who were intruſted with the care of the Church. did go- 
| verne it according to the rules of their Maſter, ſurrendring theme 
if ſelves to the obedience of his holy ſpirit, and thefe holding faſt to 
i their head, won authority to their Miniſtery and all their inſtructions 
i by that conformity betwixt them. is FS 

| I am not Ignorant that ſome cavill at this exhortation, and take 


i occaſion hereby to condemne that age of having firſt attempted 
ö 85 upon the honour and reſpect due unto Chriſt; as if by ſuch expreſ= 
= ſions the Biſhops were pur into the ballance with him; bur theſe 
| men conſider not hovy all thiswas grounded upon Scripture; He 7047 
q heareth yon heareth me; They have nat rejected ou but mee; Obe them 


that have the rule over you, And beſides, what Ignatius enjbines in 
if behalfe of Biſbops, Polycarpus a diſciple of the Apoſtles expreſſely 
| recommendeth in behalfe of Preiſts and Deacons, imthat excellent 
1 Epiſtle he wrote to the Philippiant; which we have only ſeene in 
4 manuſcript.” Alſtaining ( ſaith he) from theſe things, be 3e ſubject 
| dio the Preifts and tothe Deacons, as unto God and Chriſt: the like ex- 
i| preſſion was uſed by the Primitive Do&ours of the Eburch in ex- 
horting the People to obey their Kings and Princes, which they 
+ 7Thic E. burrowed from an Epiſtle fathered upon; arnabas, not“ yet publiſhe 
| piſie of ed to the world. What inconvenience: can'there be in beſtowing 
| Barn ibꝛs that upon one which hath beene given to many, and allowing as | 
war fert much to a Biſhop, as hathbeene granted an Aſſemblyof Presbyters, 
28 ;, feeing that (in the language of antiqui:y) the care of the Church | 
the a which was dilperſed in the: whole body, is united in him, andithat aus | 
Primate of thority which had breus ſcattered amongſt: ſo many, wholly-devolued | 
| Ireland: pon him Suppoſe this corruption in manners they talke of were 
[ and ſince ſuch indeed, or worſe;luppole farther,that theBiſhops were guilty of 
[ 


paris. Come errouts in Doctrinè; may we for all this fuppreſſe- tbemꝭ no- 
thing leſſe. nay we are not fo much as to decline theirs ot eny mais 
| company upomthis ground alone: if we will belee ve oe of our moſt 
| able and judicigus writers 3, Cameran I meane, Mho in his Lectures 


of 
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Of the- Charch, hath this paſſage; that we dught wot to deny 4 diſeaſe 

ed Perſon the benefit of our ſocirty, if the malady be not mortall and 
contagiou. That in the body the fepreation of any ne part is datge- 

rous, what errour ſoever hath infected it, except it be Hereſie or Ju- 
perſtition, otherwiſe there can bs uo juſt cauſe 4 doing ſo. As for the 
depravation of manners he is yet more expreſſe, affirmeing it downe- 

right folly fos any man to conceive that aiſaſſicient gr ound of ſepena. 

tion, and alleadging the words of Chriſt, they for in Moſes chaire, 

what therefore they bid you, that doe; and he gives the rea ſon, where 

ſoe ver there is purity of Doctrine, God muſt needi have 4 Church, 
though encombred with a muititude of fault. Now if this eminent 
writer had occaſion to fpeake thus what a groſſe ſiame ĩs ic for ſuch 

as have nothing to object againſt their Biſhops, but the bare corrup- 

tion of manners, to endeavour not only a ſimple ſeperation from 
them, but a totall ſuppreſſion of them: As for their Doctrine, that's 
Scor-free from cenſutre; tis indeed ſo pure, that it agrees in every 
particular with that vf our beſt reformed Divines; witneſſe theit 
ſeverall Tracts of the Hachariſt, The power of th Pepe, The right of 
Kings, The adoration of Images, and the like; which aſſure us, that 

thoſe which at this day advance the purity ot Religion, are their 
deſerving ſucceſſors that laboured ſo much in the firſt eſtabliſning 

of it. & ueh were the Prelate God employed in thia gyeat wor the 

Arch. biſhops uf Canterbury, & Yorke che Biſhops of London, morcen 
Arr, in Peter Martyrs: time, ¶ raumer, Ridley, Latimer, Hooper, 

men all famous in their generation, and ſuch as knew how to weild 

a Biſboprick. Maſt of -which:.dyed::martyrs/ in that hot Combat 

they maintained againſt the Errœurs and impietiesoftheit times. Bee 

fore them (when men durſt ſcaret mutter of a Reformation) one o ß 
the Biſnops af Linrvlus couragiouſly entred the Lifts with the I · Grofthead. 
dolatry and Superſtition into which the Church was then plunged. 

And he performed the Combate with ſo much gallantry, that the 
cammon ſuffrage of all good menlaſter him gave dim this honorary: 

title, Th Hamurriof Rami Vet for all this they of London make 

him and the reſt I have named you the common theame of their In- 
vectives, both in the Preſſe, and in the Pulpit, They ſpare not to 

call them in publique a pace ef : :mprſtours, and Hypocrites, ſuch as 
vevtritrxe d ihe pub i Chiiftiensty. but in 4 rrefiug: paſture, their 
(onles being.dranks with: the cnp a in,“ͤau. vylhat ſeilo w ſhip 
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We have with ſueh a gEneration as this? We, who have ever'paid 


ſo much hanour and eſteeme tothe memory. of thoſe worthy men, 
that we have placed them-intheranke and calendar. of our Martyrs? 


Nay our moſt upright and conſcientiousDivines have propoſed each 
Circumſtance of their lives and deaths. as the moſt exquilite patternes 
in all Eureps (and perhaps in the whole world beſides) of an un- 


wearied conſtangy in aſſerting Truth andſuppreſſing falſnhoodd. 
Finally, they are accuſed for intermedling too much in State 
affaires. They will needs have it unlaw ſull for them to beare any 


ſmare in the adminiſtration of Jultice;and that ſuch priviledges ſhould 


be annexed to Epiſcapacy,,which:(fay.they) are ineompatible with 
any but the Secular Authority, and therefore they tooke care to de- 
veſtthem of the ſame in the beginning of this parliament. They which 
har pe 10. much uponthis ſtring are the very ſame malignant Spirits 
of which I have formerly given you the character. Had they but 
any ſhadow of reaſon, is ĩt poſſible they ſhould thus fight againſt 
the cuſtome and example of ſo many ages both intheir owne & for- 
raigne Countries Who knowes tiotthat the Conſtitutions ol grea- 
teſt conſequence-in any State have bin made in Councells & Aſſem- 
blies of Biſhops?- What elfe meineth that ancient Ordinance (of al. 
maſt goo yeares.ſtanding)which pronounceth all Election ef Kings 
voc. here the Bihopriand cheife of the Neople ane denyed their Votes? 
ee theckibmn She debates of preſerving inheri- 
tances & ſucceifions in families ot having as muchreconrſe to Epife 
copall as Regall Authority inthat behalfe We finde that King «/E- 


 thelſtaus Aun. 928. by expreſſe Sratute joynedthe Biſhops in Com- 


miſſion with the ſuſtices Secular, taftopthecurrent of Injuſtice, and 
to root aut all the ſeedes thereof. Thoſeemployments did not divert 


dem from che care ofthe Church Councels were no whit the 
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- Onthe contrary, we finde that in this Age(ora little before) when 
the barbari ſme ofthe Sau had almaſt ſpent it ſelf and men begun 
to taſt the ſweotneſſe of Chriſtianity ,that thoBiſhops(thereupon 
reſuming their uthority, and following the advice of one g amface, 
Arch · biſaop of i ayence)ordained chat every presbyter ſnould year- 
Iy giue an account of his Miniſtery to the Bifhop, ho likewiſe! for 
his parx was yer ly to uiſit his Dioceſſe, & in like manner to yoild aw 
account of hi gs tothe Meyopolitan; theſe me 

Cid * 
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ther Ordinances (tending all to the eſtabliſmmem of purity in min- 
ners) were with all rigour put in execution, notwithſtanding they 
ſet a part ſome time for ſecular aſtaires. And this is further very re- 
markeable, that Biſhops themſelves made lawes for the government 
ofthe People ; We ſinde it amongſt others in one Odox Arch · bi⸗ 
ſhop of Canterbury, who exhorteth the Prince to yeeld all manner 
of obedience and ſubmiſſion to the Biſhops; which ſpeakes the an- 
tiquity of their Power in this Kingdome: a power which I can fee 
no cauſe ſhould be denied them, if thoſe that are inveſted with it be 
ſincere Profeſſors of true Chriſtianity (as they oughit to be who art: 
preferred to 'Biſhopricks) no more then their right of ſitting in Par 
liaments, a right common to them with all the Biſhops that ever 
have beene in the world, and to which thoſe of this Kingdome have 
a ſtronger title, ĩt being but the ſmall remnant of that great power 
they had once, and which they mannaged with fo much diſcretion» 
Nor was it ever knowne that either King or People endeavoured 
their extirpation heretofore, no not ſo much as to- exetcile any ri- 
gour upon their perſons, for about eleven hundred: yeares together, 
ſince the tyranny of the Saxon Kings forced them ta quit the Realm 
and retire themſelves to France, tbat they might enjoy more caſe nd 
liberty of 'Eonſciencein the ſervice of G.. 
If ever their Votes in Parliament were lyable to ſuſpicion, it was: 
doubtleſſe in the reigne of Henry the 8, When they had fo firaight: 
a dependance upon Rome; that Prince having in a manner ſhaken: 
off the Romill yoake, and by his one ſole authority taken upon 
him the government of the Church of England (which Pope Ni- 
cholas had heretofore freely reſigned to Edward the ¶ onfaſſoum had 
juſt cauſe to feare that in thoſe Conventions they would betray his 
intereſts for of the Haly: Sec s ſake, (as they call it) and ſo by con- 
ſequent that he runne a great hazard of his one Prerogative in not 
excluding them. Notwithſtanding he never had ſuch a thought. 
No more had Edmard the Sixth, nor Queene Eliznheth; and certain- 
ly thoſe Princes had more to feare for the Rights of their Crowne, 
(which they reſcued from the Romiſh dubjection) then the People at 
this day can poſſibly have for their liberties aud Priuiledges. Their 
Religion then bound them to what (in all probability) was very 
pre judicialſ to the Rights of their Kings nothing doth now oblige! 
chem to the leaſt diſadvantage of the People. — 
8 nen 


(36) 
Then they i Wore obedienee to the Biſhop of Rowez: now they 
do it to none but to God himſelfe. Then the diſcipline of the 
Chureh had well · nigh ſuffered a totall ſubverſion, and England (af- 
ter the example of Poland) might have conceived that the Nobi · 


lity alone, without Biſhops, were ifitruſted with the Reformation 


of the Church. andthat thete was no more need af Prelates for C oun- 
ſellors of State, that is, to ſit in Parliament. Notwithſtanding nei - 
ther did that Example nor theſe conſiderations prove prejudiciall 
to the Biſnops: The Fundamentall law of the Realme, by which 
they are eſtabliſned , together with the neceſſity. of maintaining 
them, and beſides that fundry the moſt eminent amongſt them had 
conragiouſly ſacrificed: their lives in behalfe of Chriſtianity, out- 
poy ſed all other conſiderations whatſoever. And the law which 
firſt ſeated them in Parliament, expects them there ſtill; now eſpe- 


cially, when God is pleaſed to make uſe: of publicke votes for tbe 


government of the Church, they are of more importance then ever. 
They are in England, as in our Aſſemblies of State, or as the Clergy 
in our hig heſt Courts of Juſtice. Which of qur Kings, (who are ab- 
ſolute Monarchs, without ſharing their Power, either with People 
or Parliaments as they do in other places) which of them I ſay, did 

ever entertaine a thought of debatring the Biſhops: this Priviledge? 
We finde indeed in a certaine old Conſtitution, that one of our 

Kings out of a zealous and pious intent, making (it ſeemes) a con- 
ſcience'of diverting them from the ſervice of God, diſcharged them 

all, except the Abbat of Saint Denys, from aſſiſting at Parliaments, - 
and hearing eriminall eaſes; but we. finde not that this Ordinance. 
was ever put in execution: but on the contrary that the weightieſt 
employments ot thoſe times were wholly devolved upon Church. 

men, whoſe abilities and honeſty won them ſuch a generall repute, 
that the cuſtome then was for Princes to ſelect, among others, two: 


Biſhops for the cheife of their retinue, to be the Compirolers of 


the Court, and withall to ſee that juſtice were exactly and duely 
adminiſtred. They had like wiſe two Maſters of Requeſts continual» 
ly attending on them. one of which was al wayes a Elergy- man, 
who gave preſeut Juſtice. And we finde in a certaine Confitution 
of:one:ot our Ahilips, that of five appointed to give anſwer to 
ſich petitionsl as were preſented in Parliaments, two: were to be 
Lay-men, and three Cletkhes. 


But 


| 
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in barliament. and what teſpect will proud 
ford the Clergy? you may. aſſure your 


to my ſhare, 
ruptions ot Roms, and ſo much to abhorte the Superſtition of em- 


Prejudice and diſquiet 
ol Conſcience.- But if you pleaſe to reflect a little upon that pro- 


are the 


tn) 
- \BarWhet neade we go farther then Exp led to ies e- 
; ol this cuſtome? debarre the Biſhops their right of =_ | 


licentious People f- 
at all. Let —— 
uſe what meanes they can to make them, their Synode, or Councells, 
of —7———— they will conforme no further to them 
then they pleaſe themſelves. Indeed to diſrote Biſhops in ſuch Aſ- 
ſemblies, is to bereave them of all Authority, and to open a gap for 
any wildeChrochers in point of Religion to enter inthatKingdome. 
Th ina word,to — the Biſhops themſclves,to throw downe 
the Pillars of the Church, and ſo to render the conſervation of Chri- 
ſtian Purity impoſlible.  - 

perhaps Sir, you maythinke 1-ſpeake in this more then comes 
being one who profeſle to have no portion in the cor- 


bracing ſuch things as ſome upon divert pretences,. ( either out of 


ignorance or malice) have introduced into the world; to the great 


thereof; and in derogation to the juſt liberty 


digious claſhing of opinions, which at this day divides England in- 
to ſo many ſeverall ſecta, you will certainely — me, 


that incaſe this Order be once aboliſhed, neither innocence of man» 


ners, nor integrity of doctrine, ean any longer enjoy a place in that 


Church. "The. _ - obvious, if it be but conſidered how ſince 


the diſcontinuing of Epiſcopali Power in that 'Kihgdome; thoſe 
that owe obedience and ſhould be aceeuntable for their doctrines 
to the Biſhops, do now live in ſuch a horrible faſhion (as 1 bave 
allready inform d you) that we may ſafely beleeve the moſtof them 
ſpawne of ſuch as were once diſgorged out of the mouth of 
Hell, and diſperſed in the Church to ſtiſle Chriſtianity: in her Cra- 
dle, rather then the ſucceſſors of thoſcithar have beene the conſtant 
- oppoſets of falſhobd. Witneſſe the ſeverall 
impieties and bereſies boch ancient and moderne, where with they 
empoyſon the ſoules of that People, who (in the common confu- 
ſion} liſten to them, blindely ſwallowing downe (under prerence of 
Reformation) all ſorts of faneies and dactrines indifferently<" The 
moſt abſurd dreames of the old Chiliaſti, the moſt — | 


rare, the moſt infamous 8 of the * 
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and the moſt execrable impieties of the: ociniam, doe uſually take 
up the greateſt part of their Setmons, the reſt being deſigned either 
for inflaming the Auditours with the coalevof ſedition, and ſetting 


both parties at an irreconcileable diſtance; or elſe to embaſe all 


manners to the loweſt degree of cortuption. Let in this generall 
deptavation, God hath reſerv'd for bimſelfe ſome well diſpoſed per- 


| ſons, and indued them with conrige to enquite into their actions, 
and to brand the crimes of the ge. 


1 


They have ſtoutly expreſs d their diike of w bat hath beene con- 
ſtantly delivered by many hundred: Preachers in that - Kingde me. 


Iwill not preſent you with an exact liſt of all they have publiſh« 


ed. | ils ni ee 
judge with your ſelfe, if there be any impiety thoſe men will 
make fcruple of, many of whom (out of an extreame unheard ot im- 
pudence) have had the boldneſſe to defame in the open pulpit ſome 
of the other ſex, whom they could not tempt to lewdneſſe in their 
private Houſes. I am very eredibly informed that their names were 
preſented to the Parliament, but could never heare of any puniſh- 
ment ſo much as intended them: this in my opinion was the more 
crying ſinne. then that of the Gbeſij Father, who ſeduced a woman 
in time of confeſſion. There is in this. an unparallel'd kind of ſcan- 
dall, and ſuch as you will find farre to ſurpaſſe the greateſt crimes 
vhich have ever beene charged upon any Hereticke in the World. 
Such diſorders were not to be heard of till the Biſhops were outed 


of theit quriſdiction, and alł Chur ch diſeipline robbed of it's force 


and vertue, notwithſtanding the naturall irregularity of that Peo- 
k _ 'F ' 7 7 . 
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Three yeares Anarchy and Independance in the Church have 


' plunged that State into more confufion then all the Civill Warre,the 
_ eaſe,” proſperity ,'and long enjoyed plenty, the wildneſſe and de- 


bauchednefſe of many of their Princes in former times could doe. 


There be ſome, I know, that lay all the negligence 


: of the Prelates; accuſing them of -berraying that care wherewith 
they were entruſted for the gdod of the People; and are therefore 
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the Churches with a r of {randdlous deboiſt fellower, in- 
Read of honeſt and faithfult Paltoar ut were this true, che evill 


— to have them made the firſt examples of Juſtice. as having fil 


they complaine of would have ſhewed it ſelfe during their Autho- 


(39): 2 | | 
rity, aud while theſe monſters were in place, and not onely within 
theſe few yearcs, as it hath done. 1 Tt WTOng, 
Nor would this ſhameleſſe calumny deſerve any other anſwer, 
were it not expedient to let the world know. athat at the very mo- 
ment the peace of the Church was moleſted „ the Devill ſhooke off 
his chaines, and hathever ſince without all controule diſgorged his 
vienime in the midſt of je. 
o long as there was a perfect harmony of affeQions betwixt the 
People and their Paſtours, and an abſolute conformity to thole rules 
which were uvanimouſſy obſerved for the ſpace of a whole age and 
upwards ; ſuch as had any ſeeds oi a cortupt and depraved ſoule, 
were at leaſt over · awed, and fo not daring toappeare abroad, they 
were made uncapable of doing any miſcheife. Thoſe who are beſt 
acquainted” with the Innovations of the times, and that make any 
conſcienge of Lye, will all conelade wich me. that the diſorder 
which at this day hath overcaſt all Eaglasd with an everlaſting 
ſhame, owed it's beginning to none bur ſuch as have uſurped the 
place of thoſe ancient Divines and Paſtours which they drive to their 
Cures, They are tor the moſt part but a ſchilmaticall and factious 
Crew , which the madneſſe of a brutiſh and ſeditious People hatſi 
confuſediy thruſt up into the pulpit Men of a farte different tems 
per from thoſe, who were in a peaceable and Legall way preferred to 
thoſe places before: duch at Lond. were Hold/worth;Hackes, Featley, 
Marſb, S hoore, Squire, all men of abilities, and ſuch as the Buricans 
themſelves, before ever theſe troubles began, followed with admi» 
ration. Theſe werthy perſons who have by their learning and con- 
verſation ſo much advanced the Proteſtant cauſe, when to ſatisfy 
their Conſcience and diſcharge the duty of their ee 
deavoured to prevent the growing evils, and to choak the ſerds of 
that fatall and deadtj diviſion among all the members of this King- 
dome, were ſhameſully debarred of their Liberty, the exerciſe of 
their profeſſion; and to compleate their miſeries, having firſt made 
them ſpectatouts ol ſuch ignorant, malicious and turbulent Fire- 
brands as were preferred tu their Beneſices, and poſſeſt of their - 
Houſes, they thruſt them into Dungeons, where they ſtill continue 
loaded with chaines and irons, bemoaning their owne and their 
Countryes miſery. The moſt of Wr have 2 
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nigh beene in as bad condition for hes to take up armes again 
their Prince. 
Above all. Doctor Ward, who ata he bad beene Profefſour of 
. Divinity in that famous Univerſity for the ſpace of thirty yeares, - 
reputed generally for one of the molt pious n men of 
his time. and who had with much vehemence oppoſed Popery and 
Arminianiſme , and all other Innovations of our age, 'bath ſuffered 
divers torments by their cruelty , who endeavoured to extort his 
approbation of that tyranny which they exerciſed upon the'Soutes 
of ll thoſe they ſought to engage in their faction. In fine; he died. 
having. beene kept in bonds as à vile Malefactour: His laſt Words 
acquaint us ſufficiently with the nature of his crime.—1 will never 
(faid he, givingupthe Ebel) be Rebel to my King, ner wil I ever 
contribute to *z ontrage which i done te my Prince. Theſe berhe 
deboiſt fellowes the Biſhops ſetup ;/theſe be the CHovflerr whom 
they chaſe out of their Pulpits, and baniſhthe Churches. The Sainrs 
which the Parliament. or rather a franticke people, fave put in their 
roomes, are ſuch as I have formerly deſerib d you, who preach no- 
thing but injuries, and denounce nothing butcurſings; and! et, for al 
this, talke ot agreement with us in France. 25 

Certainly it highly concernes us to entertaine no manner of com- 
merce or allyance with them. 

I ſpeake onely of the outward conformity; as for that within, 
what fellowſhip Ar unity of ſpirit can there bebetwixtus aud thoſe 
thatare TE Wh all Order, and dhabow fo many impurities amongſt 
them? ¶ Theſeate they of which your Synods muſt benceforth con- 
ſiſt, (if the | Independents. doe not quite ſuppreſſe them) and who 
muſt preſcribe Rules to Chriſtendome. Theſe be they who muſt 
—— n and diſpoſe of the Government ol the Church. 
Judge now with what wiſedome and holineſſe it: is lik e to be go. 
verned · Let them ordaine ot execute what they pleaſe, the Magi> 
ſtrates muſt be no better then Lookers onę in as much as the Clergy 
and themſelves are two diſtin bodies which.muſt needs draw a- 


Jong with it ſuch conſequences. as are moſt pernicious both to 
Church and State; For by this meanes a doore is opened not onely 
to ſedition, tumults, aud civill warres, but even to all exceſſe of riot 
and licentiouſactle, to which that Nation qr C— 
Ilge . 2 wou 
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Ana leffe cauſe to feare vey ſuch diſorder, might the Biſhopi 
_ beltill continued, and enjoy their  Priviledge of fitting 1 in Parlia- 
ment. The people would entertaĩne better correſpondence one 
with another, and Peace would ſooner flouriſh amongſt ebem. 5 

The Prelates (like faithfull Paſtours) preaching innoceney as well 
by their practiſe as their doctrine, and as members of a"Convention 
repreſenting the whole State, would by their authority nouriſh good 
- agreement and perfect in all the infericur Clergy. This 
yout Bauttfeus and oppoſereof' Epilcopacy perceive well enough; 
and therefore weuld have no Ruler at all, neither Biſhop, nor Ma- 
giſtrate. In wich reſpect they are farte Worſe then the Miniſters 
ol that Tyrant of the Church, who in ſhaking off, as much as in 


them lietk, all obedience to ſeculat Princes , acknowledge a multi⸗ 


plicity 6f Heads amongſt chemſel ves, and by the ſeverall aſcents and 
power of ſuperior err call Hierarchy , (and which they 
have prudently et bed fot prevention of diſcords and confuſion) 
they erivearlat at one, do WhOm all indifferently are e bound to ſab- 
mit, as to their ſpirituall Monarch. 
- Theybragge wichaltof an intended rey to —— But 
let me tell them; before they can doe this, or Amer abjure that To- 
. dependence which they are ſo hot in purſuit of; and in ſtead of be- 
ing Maſters and Lords Paramount in their Conliſtories, they muſt 
ſudmit to their juſt Authority, whom God hath in every State depu- 
ted rorepreſent his Authority, to wit, Princes, and their Viceges 
rents: For ſo it is in Gene, where in the place they iſſue forth their 
ſpititu ill cenſures, one of the eheife Sonatours is alwaie appointed 
to paſſe ſentence upon offenders, without the concurrence of any 
one beſi les, which denotes the'ſubordination of the Conſiſtory, and 
| it's ſudjection to the Magiſtrate. I inſtance not in this Cultolne.avif 
Ithaught it worthy the imitation : no, it hath it's blemiſhes as 
well as thoſe in other places, and is perhaps as repugnant to the an- 
cient practice of the Church. Tbat wbich J moſt diſlike in it (as a 
matter of dangerous conf , that in ſtead of the uſiull Di- 
ſcipline among the Faithfull in the Soule from vice by 
ſweet alluring · meanes ſ after the example of God, who drawes us 
with the cords of love) they exerciſe a temporall Juriſdiction and 
practice the ſeverity of Jadges meerly ſecular ; which begets two 
evils at once; the f , an intrenching upon the Churches function, 
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| indepriving her of theliborty of cenſuring crimes: The Geomdjuchee 


by the rigour of that Cuſtome Offenders ate many times driven to 


ſuch deſperate reſolutions ; that they chuſe rather to flee the City, * 
then to abide the hazard of a triall; whence Sommanly.aciſerh\ a 
third; namely, that by the interceſſion of Parents ot Freinds, they 
are permitted Waere with their purſes. and ſo. 1175 
cocky whichſhould be found onely in the goodneſſe of men (ſuch 
3 as would be accounted Sainte) is often to be had in the 


” Can they now after all this object 1g ainſt the Biſhops. of Eng- 
land, that either avarice or corruption: hath prevailed with them 
to connive at the vicious, or that they uſed too much rigour and 
precipitation in the execution of their ne It iſo be they have 

any deſigne to make Geneva tbeit pattetue, Fonmy part i finde no- 
thing commendable in their Ditcipline, dar this; in fir Re. 
formers have hereby given the world ſufficient proofe of their ab- 
ſolute averſion from inſringing the force of Lawes, ex undermining 
the Authority of the Magiſttates ; And that they never dreamt of 
being endowed with a — (fo direciy oppoſite to all ſecular - 


authority)which might any n from obedience duc 


to Princes.- 


The cuſtome they. have in their wenthdy Aſnblier is yer more 
for our/ purpoſe, For beſides that they never conveene without the 
conſent of their Senatours, either ma els'd or implyed; (no more 
then our aſſemblyes doe in Fraue) the ſeverall reſults and acts of 
thoſe meetings are altogether invalid, tillthe ſame Powers have ap- 
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proved and ratified them; which is yet more remarkeable, in as 
muchas there they confine themſelves to the cognitionof ſuch cau- 


ſes alone, as reflect either upon manner, or Religion: 
The Palatinate went beyond Geneva in this particular, wherei in 
the Eccleſiaſticall Aſſembly at Heidelberg, the Prince had alwaies 
his Officers, or O verſeers, is I'm 


there was not a Preſident deputed by Him'z and beſides what ever 
was agreed upon, nothing could be put in execution, till it had pa- 
Fed the examination of his Counſell, and received his owne appro- 


5 0 00 and venality of doen ready way to. e a 
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jay truly call them : Nor was there | 
ever any Synod held within the verge of his Dominions where | 
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and State in the ſame common « 
rhereof inſenſibly gathering gr 
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| the infancy of theEhutch, whenſoever any Councells at all were 


beld, or where there was any Prince, or ſuch as either might or would 


challenge any intereſt in them. 


Would our Reformers here walke in the ſame Track, they would 
abate of that inſolence, whereby they maintaine, that the power they 
exerciſe is no other then the power of Heaven, nor would they any 
longer or i Ta e the Tribanall, and their Cenſuret the 
Decrees of Chriſt, They would talke no more of a right of con- 
veening in ds their Magiſtrates, or Princes: and when they 
were conveened by their authority, they would attend their ap- 


| probation, as neceſſaty to the execution of what they had deters 


mined. And in caſe they were at firſt deny ed it, they would not 
ſtraight picke a quarrell, and excommunicate them, much leſſe would 
they dare ts depoſe them for any oppoſition whatſoever. They 


would confine themſelves.fimply to a power over the conſcience, 


without encroacbing upon the civill Magiſtrate, and under a pre- 
teacc of advanceing piety towards God, and charity towards their 
neighbour, wouldno 99 75 abuſe ſuch weake ſilly people, as ſufler 
themſelves to be inveigled by the perſons they ſuſteine as Miniſters 
of the Soſpelll. NS! | 

But we may lawfully conclude, they thinke of nothing leſſe; they 
have a quarrell with the tempagali lawes, and downe they muſt 
fooner or later, if this torrent be not maturely oppoſed, They will 


deſtroy all Legall Parliaments and overturne all ſecular authority. 


This is the miſcheife which all the ſound Members of the preſent 
Parliament ſhould cagerly ſtruggle with, and not eonſent ſo flaviſhly 


(as their manner hath beene) co ſuch things as threaten the whole 


with inevitable ruine. 


All the care they take and the paines they beſtow hereto reeſta; 


bliſh, as they pretend, the freedome of their. Votes, the Liberty of 
the SubjeR, andthe purity of epſon, are indeed but ſo many at- 
tempts to involve themſelves, with all the ancient rights of Church 
;ſtruction; the Capitall Enemies 

„ and notwithſtanding all their 


faire pretences, making theit party ſo ſtrong, that when the Par- 
liament ſhall have fancyed themſelves at the very top of their de- 
Ggne, (thinking now they have pluck'd up all Tyranny and ſuper- 
ſtition by the rootes, ) they will finde inthe iflue, that they have 
8 | ; intangled 
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intangled the State in ſo much confuſion az all the wit of man wil! 
never be able to compoſe, There is no Law here, but Arbitrary. * 

What bouſe is ſecure? What perſon free? What wiſe man rẽgard- 
edt What honeſt man imitated? What vice puniſhed? What | 


virtue rewarded? What ſtranger priviledg'd? What Miniſter of 
State unviolated, contrary to the Law of Nations? All profeſſions, 
degrees and qualities, are hudled up togenhier in the common con- 
- fuſion. The People which uſed to receiveLawes, in this generall 
- burliburly preſcribes. them, ignorant, malicious, and giddy 


rout being now t 


| e ſole Moderators to all the Rebellious part of 
the Kingdome. 


ey have tuin d the Nobility, deſpoiling them 


2 a 


partly of their meanes, and partly of their power, Such of the © 
cercs as continue {till amongſt them, are neither of any account, nor 


Authority. Vou ſhall have three or foure ſeditious raſcalls of the 
City, who are of no extraction, no merit, no name, (but what they 
| have purchaſed in traduceing honeſt men, in murthering the inno- 
cent, and turning each plaee that lies within the teach ef their fury 


* 


into a diſconſolate Wilderneſſe) more liſtened to, and draw more 


abettours after them, then all the Houſe of Lords cin do. So that 
me thinkes I heate ſome interpoſe and ſay, certainely this conven- 


tion you tell us of, hath nothing but acounterfeir name; and is no 
more then the ſhadow. and empty picture of a true Parliament: 
things ate carryed there with ſo much precipitation and violence, 
that for any man but to talke of moderation, and to indeavour the 
recalling of ſome humanity into the mindes of men, is the ready way 
to be accounted a Aali gnant: and they that have attempted any 


ſuch matter have beene uſed. accordingly : Witneſſe the man 


Members of Parliament, who being returned thither upon a free E- 
lection, according to the Lawes of the Land, have nevertheleſſe 
beene chaſed thence, ſome by the bare Votes of ſuch as complyed 

with the popular madneſſe, and others by ſome out. rage or injury 
done to their perſons. And how many of theſe have for their ho- 
neſty and integrity fate in ſix or ſeven Parliaments witha generall ap- 
plauſe? What kinde ofpeople nowhave they ſubſtituted in their pla- 


ces? Even ſuch as the la wes of the Realme did ever exclude thence, 


axthe knowen inſtruments of malice and ſury, 


They 


headed rabble that it is; it muſt be ſhaping a monſter which the 
whole world cryes out of; nay, tis allteady formed. The Lowdown 
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worke your diſlike of thoſe that 


onof th 


0a 


|. "They have not indeed quite ſuppreſſed the Houſe of peeres, but 


they have notoriouſly vilified it, in ſo much as they will no longer 


allow themaſhare inthe publique conſultations. No ſhare 1 y, 


there being but two or three of the Lords left to their liberty, and 
that for no other reaſon, but becauſe they combinc᷑ with the faction. 
The reſt are foreed to ſw imme with the ſtreame, afid they have not 
ſpirit enough to contradi the major part in any thing, though their 
Conſcience prompt them never ſo much unto it. 
Things could ne'r have come to this paſſe, had not the Bi- 
ſhops beene outed; and therefore (as L informed you before) they 
begun at them a peice of the moſt notoridus violence and injuſtice 
that ever Was heard of, condemned by all the honeſt men I know, 


that are acquainted with the Principtes of Chriſtianity,” and the 


Lawes of a well- grounded Policy, agrecible to both which they 
were firſt ſeated in patliament, and bought to have beene continued 
there,” as the only Pillars to ſup pot Orqer and Uniformity} and eon- 
ſequently to hinder thestate fm falling to peices, èſpeeially to pre- 
vent the downefill of Monarchy;altother formes of govetHmemt bes 
ing here ſo utterly repugnant{ts it. But T ground not bniy upon 
thoſe advantages 8 joy xs in cheit conſervation to 

thoſe chat outed them: nor: upon the ſole in- 
tereſts of the whole Church; -which was fo mueb concerned to 
keepe them in their places. I ſtand altogether for their pef ſdnall 
rights, which are as ancient as thoſe of che State, the Biſhox Shaving 
as ſtrong a title to a place in Parliament, as eicher che Lords}br Com-- 
mons; For it with the reſt of che Clergy they takes Part ef Ahe 
State (as undenyably they do) who can queſtion rhei ſhare in the 
tights of the State? So that to exclude them is to ſet up one di- 
ſtinct State in che midſt of another, which is all one as to diſmember 


and divide the ſame State from it ſelfe; and by CoRſeQUENENG En- 


gage it to its owne inevitable deſtruction. Befidevy theNobility 
and the Clergy (then both ooncurring) camet WIe vislatte 

e Publique ight exclhide'the Commons from publik#or# 
ventions where Lawevare robe made for alt; Yo'neither earthe 
Nobility and Commons (though both agreeing) debarre thEClersy, 


* more then the Clergy and the Common can euclude the No- 
ility. rtr Ge 3607 Doi Nine 5 

he caſe being thus, nnn expultfion * Bi- 
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unrnly multitude: which (being empoyſoned with a ſpiric of Liber- 
tiniſme) did at che firſt extort the approbation of thoſe Lords that 
ſtayed amongſt them, and thep rewarded their .Cowardice with 
the loſſe of their. Pawer, and reducing them unto. ſuch a lo cons 
temptible condition, that they could -ſcarce be moxe vilified were 
they quite expelled the Houſe. ee 
Weigh a litt e ( Ibeſeech you) with what pretences they maske 
this outrage. They will-needes perſwade us, that Hely orders are 
incouſiſtent with ſecular employ ments, and that it it thing below the 
Atinifters of the Goſpall to inν,L̃ꝗdle in civil A Faires. To which 
purpoſe they quote us ſeverall paſſages of Scripture, and urge with- 


all the example of a eertaine Church mau, whom Cyprian would 


not allow any commemoration, becauſe he had taken upon him td 
be Guardian to a ward. But this rigout whichthey-prefic ſo hotly 
upon the Plergy is neither eonſe quent nor eharactet of ttue Sandi 

ty. "Tis indeed: the ifſue of an Anahapriltieall braine. Ffenderſon 
and Aarſnal & wo of their moſt able and expert Divines) proclaime 
to the world by their ſeculat employments. in-Eng/ond and Scoes 


4d, thar they make but a moge af theſe: Arguments; and that 


conſcience, ox transgreſſing the rules of Chriſtianity embrace all op- 
portunities to promote the good of the Church, though it be in the 
Conduct pt temporall affaires. They have their. generall Commi flis 
ng, as if they had never entered upon holy Orders, by which they 
are enabled to care and determine any matter of State, even to the 
advanceingpfamared-.,, 
But granting theſe men the inconſiſtence they dreame of, would 
nat yon coneurre With me in this, that theugh the Biſhops Votes 


in Parliament be not imply necefſary as a part of the civil gavern«" 


ments: ett gught ro be granted them aa the undenyable conſe- 
quent of that univ ęrſall priviſedge which all free · borne Subjects en- 
jon, auhic 15, nat to be baund by any Law they never aſſented to, 
either is their gwne per ſons. or hy their proxies. 


Beſides is wos evt tin now thought but reaſon and equity, that 


ta fucheopventions where both ſpirituall and temporall affaires are 


to be joyntly agitated, there ſhould be ſummoned not onely your 
ſecular State men to judge af the utility, or (as they phraſe ic here) 


the 


ſhops all therights of the State are jnfringed, & that this is the actof an 


they heſeeye thoſe pf their profeſſion may without Wounding their 


ries either of the Church or State have no portion amongſt the faith» 


% 

the convenience of Lawes, nor ſuch onely as are ik ilſull in that pro» 
feſſion to give verdict of their legality, but wichall ſome wiſe and 
honeſt Divines, to judge for matter of piety im enacting them. The 
truth is, theſe cavillers bewray both in their ſpeeches and in all their 
proceedings an abſolute incapacity of any ſound judgement, blindly 
hurried on to an alteration of government, out of a fond conceite, 
that their deſigne will ſucceed o fottuharely as to leade the dance 
for all the people in Europe to follow, to which they ſollicite them 
intheir Covenant. But they have more wit, I trow, then to be their 
Apes. They have better rules to follow of their ownezeſpecially we 


Proteſtants of-Fraxce, * with whoſe intereſts thoſe Gentlemen were When 


very little affected, when they uſed the Papiſts with fo much inhu- —_ 


. l | SIP: a . London 
manity, ſo as it ſeems tbeywould not acknowledge us for their bre. were 610. 
thren, or that their charity was very cold towards us. that the ri- 


We have learned both from Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, the Doctors gorous 

of che Church; and all our firſt Reformers, that ſuch as be Incendia- eto 
aga ; 
full, nor the Saints of God; arid for this very reaſon I cannar be per- Rarite * 
ſwaded they have any favourers or Abettours amongſt us, or that a+ here, | 
ny to whom God hath given the leaſt graine of underſtanding or ho- ee 
neſty, will not condemne their deſigne, and all their proceedings, later be 
and having once adviſed them to quit ſueh cout ſes, will not utterly practiced 
deteſt them if they perſevere; | | upon the 


* 


1 


Lou will ſay now; that though they have put downe Epiſcopacy, Prote- 


ſtants in 


and undermined the power of the Nobility, yet they are not any Fasse: 
Way diſaffected to Royalty. Can any man beleive this after ſo their an- 


many thouſand ſeditious Propoſitions, which they daily publiſh both ſwer was, 


in preſſe and pulpit ? peruſe them, I beſeech you, for my ſake, though Le: others 
Iknow you cannot doe it without hotfèur, and ever and anon bote 
turning ydur eyes from them; fo full of venime are they againſt all and let us 
the Princes in the world ; ſo contrary to the doctrine and practice of alone for 
Chriſtians, and 0 injurions to the name and profeſſion of all true !ooking to 
and ſincere Proteſtants, ſuch are theſe ; Though the K ing be 18 our ſelyes: 
then any one of his Sub jelt, in particular, yer he is farre fei en the 
body collective df all hi Subjects: The King i for the people, and 
not the people for the King; and by conſeqsent, the people are of 
more worth and value then he, in u mach as the meanes are alwaies 
ſubordinate to that end to which hey. are diretted, ani from —_ 

WS. e 
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they derive their worth: The power and authority ef any uſurp- 
ing Tyrant is as much from God, as that ef lau full King:: The 
Power of Princes ( thoſe eſpecially which by inheritance ars ſuch\flowes 
from the people, and conſequently is more deeply yooted and eminently 
ſeated in them, then it is in the Perſon of the Prince; becauſe , Duod © 


| efficit tale eſt mig tale. (lam forced to make uſe of their owne bar- 


barous tear mes, chat I may the; better expreſſe the batbarouineſſe of 
their conceptions.) A. Kings receive their power from the peo- 
ple, ſo they may be diveſted of it by them, either in the body colletlive* 
of all, or in the body repreſentative in Parliament or by the major part 
of eitker, In caſe the King. ſhall. falſifie: the Oath he taker at hu 
Corouatibn, the people are thereupon diſcharged, and freed from their 
alleagiance to him; Poſitions ſo much the more abſurd, becauſe the 


Lawes of that Land have provided tothe contrary, and that all the 


world have acknowledged it as a maxime, that the King of England 
never dyes ;.that without all diſtinction of time as well before as 
after his Coronation, he receives all ſuch homuges and ſervices as are 
due to the Crowne; that he is not King upon condition , as if by 
violation thereof, he ſhould fall from his Right to the Kingdome,: 
but upon bare promiſes, the non performance ot which is enough 
to. denominate him unjuſt, but not to depaſe him. They proceed, 
No ſi une may. with more equity binde the hand ef bu diſtracted fas 


ther, no marriner more juſtly remove 4 Pilot from the Sterne , who 


would wracke the ſhip (either out of ignorance, or malice) then Sub- 

jecta may by force of armes dethrone their Prince, if be ſhall once appa- 
rently bearken to any connfels perniciou to the State, and that the 
Common:wealth either by his wen keneſſe, or negligence, lie in danger of 
ruine. Saint Paul doth not command , but barely exhort every 
ſoule to be ſubjelt to the higher powers, This was but a prudential 
counſell of one that was ta rule a People at ſucha time as. they bad nei- 
ther ſtrength nar meanes to doe otberwiſe, and that to thinke the contra · 


ii were t put ſuch a yoaks upon the conſcience, a be neuer dreamed of ; 


By the higher powers Saint. Paul pgalęs ef, we are not to ander- 
ſtand the Perſon of a King but his charge and oſſice, ai it ij repreſented 


in his Courti, and in the Parliament; inſomuch that the Subjects of 
England, according to this doQrine., may beate armes againſt 
CHARLES STEVVART, reſiding at Oxford, and yet ſtill ob. 
fer ve chat alleagiance which is due to the King in his Parliament at 


9 London. 


( 3 
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Lond. Which is as much of a true body to'make an idle phantaſme, ot 
a King a Chimera, as fome have done of Chritt himſelfe, transubſtan- 

tiating him from a true man to an imaginary, ſenſeleſſe, and abſurd I 1 
know not what. The Authors of theſe pernicious opinions migbt 
learne a little more wifedome , were they but capable of weighiug 
(as they ought) the rules of that State; which informe us that every 
trealon reſpects either mediately cr immediately the perſon of the 
King. There can none ot them be ignorant, how that before theſe fa- 
tall diſtractions, all the Judges were of opinion, and have ſo deter · 
mined the caſe, that the Subjects of England are clearely and abſo- 
lutely bound ta obey their Prince even in his natural capacity, that 
is, the perlon of CMART EBS STEVYART,. and not onely in 
his politique capacity, as he is I know not what imaginary and Plato» 


5 nicke King. Beſides they need not be informed how this very do- 


Qrine which the Parliamentcersat this day publiſh to the world. and 
upon which they ground all their ſeverall acts of violence, is both in 
the Magus Charta, and thoſe acts concerning the baniſhment of 
Hugh Spenrer, condemned in full Parliament, and rejected as a prin» 
cipie of Treaſon, fraud, and Rebellion. They proceed yet further, 
and tell us, That the Parliament may in caſe of neceſſity ordaine lawes . 
for peace and warre in Sight of the Prince, which ſhall equally oblige 
every member of the State; And incaſe the King refuſe s canfirme 
them, the ſame Parliament is to be the ſole arbitratour aud judgeof 
that neceſſity ;- and of the time how long it ought or can continue ; 
That the King # bound to ratiſie all preſented to him 7 the Parlias 
ment , notwithſtanding all the objeftions which either his Counſel or 
bis owne reaſon and Conſcience. ſhall ſuggeſt unto Him. That the Ci. 


vill Government ought alwaies to give place to the Eecleſiaſt ical. 


Mere it ſo, that the governinent of the Church here were partly 
Democraticall, as the Brownifts would have it, or partly Ariſtocra- 
ticall, and partly Democraticall, as it is amongſt the Preſbyteri- 
| - , it is eaſy to inferre, what would become of the Civil Magi⸗ 
rate. e Ns | 

Theſe are the holy maximes and pious Doctrines of thoſe that pre- 
tend to purity of life, and talke of reftoring the Lawes and Ordinan- 
ces framed by our firſt Reformers. to that vigour and Authority, 
which the Tyrants of the Conſcience, and enemies of all ſecular po- 
wer have wreſted from them. I = {ure neither Chrift, nor CHoſer, 
MT ere rm 3 nor 
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6) 
hor Paul, not Peter, taught them any ſuch leſſon, but (Mariana. 
Bollarmine, Bourchier, Brutus, Buchanan, and the reſt of thoſe Hel- 
liſh firebrands employed by the Devill to diſturbe that Order, 
m_ the Eternall providence of Heaven had ſet up in the 
Let me hereunto adde that notable demonſtration of their Affecti- 
on towards their Queene. They have expreſſely prohibited all prays 
ers both publique and private for Her Converſion. A horrible thing 
that they ſhould plot the deſtruction of Her ſoule, and endeavour to 
extend the fruits of their Rebellion againſt Her in another world, 
Will you not ſay it had beene enough to perfecure Het in this? 


but I have not yet told you all. They have alſo baſely and inſolent- 


iy ſtained Her Reputation, ind, in a way which all honeſt men will 
account no better then parricide, attempted to murther 4 Princeſſe, 
« D anghter of France, to whom the winds and the ſea had ſhewed 
more pitty but an houre before. e | als 

And yet forſooth they muſt needs have all the Reformed Church- 
es to make them their Precedent: inviting us, whom they ranke a- 
mong ſuch as groane under the yoake of Anti Chriſtian Tyranny, to 
joine with them in the ſame or like Aſſociation and (ovenant , and to 
tiſe our utmoſt endeavours for the recovery of Peace and quiet in e- 
very part of Chriſtendome. W hat is this but to ſollicite us to ſhake 
off the yoake of Soveraignty?to deny all ſubjection to our Princes, 
and at once to deſtroy both their Authority and their Perſons ? For 
— they pretend the Advancement of the Kingdome of 
c ©» k h e | | 8 N 
Lis indeed mightily advanced fince theſe men, who call them- 
ſelves his Diſciples, have ſubverted all ſecular Authority amongſt 
them, ſcattering abroad ſuch poſitions as ought to render them o- 
dious to us, in as much as they convince them before all the Powers 
5 carl eſtabliſhing to be ſowers of ſedition, Libertiniſme, and Re- 

But granting them that all this combuſtion they make in the 


world is to advance the Kingdome of Chriſt ; Have they any war- 


rant from the example of the Primitive Chriſtians to purſue that end 
by ſuch meanes ? no, it was never in their thoughts to arme them» _ 
ſelves fo much as againſt thoſe Pagan Monſters , whoſe calmeſt de- 

meanour towards them farre ſurpaſſed in rigour and cruelty all the 
outrage 


457 | 
dutrage and perſecution which we can be.imagived to have ſuffers a It iso 
ed from any of our Princes, for above five hundred yeares together. be = wk 
Saint Peter was reprov d fot preſuming to defend his Maſter with ,j...a.cho:; 
the {word. This example” l' me ſure is authentique; nor is that of being a2 
the Chriſtiane under the Emperour Julias much inferiour to it. Theit ſtranger, 
number Was great, and their power formidable, but their Religion 7735 109 | 
reſtrained them from employing it againſt their Prince, theugh in 6g < 
their owne defence. Pleaſe you to call to minde the Theis Legion. with the 
Donbtleſſe they had all heard and weighed that in junction ot our vulgar out- 
Saviour; But I ſay unte you, that ye reſiſt vos evill. They had lern- cr 2 
ed alſo, that the Powers are ordained of God, and that whoſoryer re» gang this 

Itech the Power refiſteth. the ordinance of God, Not as if that probis peclace; 
bition to reſiſt Princes implyed a Command of obeying them. againſt whoſe mas 
Conſcience. all that can bededuced thence is this: That in cafe they ny pious 
(hall 1 their Subjects out of any conſiderations whatſoever; "ag? ; 
whether ſacred or eivill, it were better to endure a thouſand deaths af * 

then ro lift up a hand againſt them. 


The crime of theſe men will appeare farre more horrid, if notice tentions 
be taken, that the King againſt whom the combination is made; did —_— Ye 
never attempt the leaſt innovation either in Religion, or Liberty. I h. would 
ſpeake onely of England. *% ©* ? readily 
As for Scotland, I am not ignotanr what hath paſſed there, of have given 
which I intend togive you a particular relation. / another 
They cannot produce any innovation here, Indeed the Arab. futter 
Biſhop of Canterbury was ſhrewdly ſuſpected to have beene -contriv And whe, 
ving ſome. That weake, ill. temperd, and fondly ambitious ſoule, he ſhall 
would perhaps have preſumed to be tampering , had he continued underſiand 


= 


longer in place, which is therefore now the principall charge againſt ud conſir | 


= oh der his 
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But as for the King, what ſignall demonſtrations hath he not ever peiſeve- 


given the:world of an extreame averſion from Popery ? How: mas rance to 
ny Proteſtations hath he made of ſticking cloſe to the ProteſtantRe» Death in 
ligion? How carefull is be to perfotme all thoſe duties to which the _ pos 
Faith he profeſſeth obligeth him ? He hath filled the Churches and of zcale 
dees with men whoſe piety, knowledge, and converſation, are for the 
patternes worthy the imitation of the moſt Orthodox Chriſtians. true Prote- 
ſtant Rel, ion, and exemplaty lo alty to his K. for which he became a willi ſa 17 f 
doubt but he will be as —_ ER this end nd 25 e 15 are) ne 
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whoſe in. 
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His houſe hath ever abounded with men of Learning and Honeſty? 
Bieſides what would it advantage him to reeſtabliſh Popery? Is he 
__, Weaty of being a free Monarch? Would he do homage againe to 
Rome, and acknowledge aSoveraignty above his owne? The Inte- 
reſts of his'Crowneas' well as thoſe of his Conſcience would not 


. ſuffer him to entertaine ſuch a thought. But this is not all, he would 
have rauſe to feare afarre greater miſcheife from Scotland, which 
all the advantages he could hope for from all the Papiſts in the world 
- » Would never bè able to counter poiſe. He muſt further ſhake off them 
of the Palatinate, ard in doing that, forfeirall his reputation in Ger- 
ma! He muſt breake with Denmart:; Nay he muſt not enter- 
| Fan a; commerce, either with his neareſt allyes, or hit deareſt 
.. 01 3 TS R700 = IEA | 
Ihe marrying of his Daughiter to the Prince of Orange Sonne, 
a pregnant evidence of his affection to the Proteſtant Religion. 
But to make good their Calumny, they accuſe him of favouring Pa- 
piſts; and yet who knowes net, that the exchequer was never fuller 


with their compoſition - money, then now? In the Reignes of King 


un ©. Edward, Queene Elizabeth, and King James, they were not uſed 
wich halfe the rigour. When this King ſhewed them moſt favour 


t came ſhort of what they have done. But. pray. by what princi- 


I 
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he conſcienee neither can nor ought to beforced. Moſt true it is, that 


A theProteſtants in France, neverattempted any thing upon the per- 
ſons of their Princes, what violence ſoever hath beene practic'd 


YT 
B 


Gil \ 


ple of Chriltianity are we bound to deſtroy ſuch as are of a difterent 
Religion? There is no forceing of any man's beleife; none that can 
ſubdue the Liberty of the ſoule, God onely excepted. Our French 


- 
7 


care well inſtructed in tbis point, they might with a like equity 
roy or baniſſi us, as here they do Papiſts, did they not know that 


upon them by uch as abuſeũ their Aurhority; onthe contraty for all 
their: ſufferings they have made it legible to the world, that they 


would rather part with all the bloud in their veines in their defence, 
then haxard the leaſt drop to be revenged of them, even then when 
ſome ſtrange counſells had prevailed: with them to ſigne their de. 


ſtruction. Avery preſſing conſidèration where ith to refute all 


ptetended intereſts of Religion, and to procure them a toleration, 
\, notwithltanding: the differences of opinions. The Papiſts caſe in 
England is much unlike theirs, in as much as they are ever and anon 
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plotting 
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plating che deſiructian of their; Prince;>a crime I am ſo fatre from 
excuſing, that I deteſt it as one of abs moſt execrable hich the ve· 
rieſt rake · hell in the world can he guilty ol. Bud withall let me 


adde, that it had never beene ſs much in uſe, bad thoſe, wheꝰ could 


not conforme to the Reformation, beeneidealt with mare favoura - 
rably. The Law here is unjuſt onely id eondemning their perſuns ta: 
death, as ſuch, but juſt in proceedingagainſt their ttes ſonable machi- 
nations. Let it in God's name have its full courſe upon them as they 
are Traitours, but not barely as miſ beleevers. God gave to his Apo- 
ſtles no Commiſſion to propagate the Goſpell oſ his ſonne by force: 
of Armes; much lefle to our States and Kingdothes naw! Would 
but Chriſtians lay this ſeriouſly to heart, they would never make 


uſe of any but the Armes of the ſpirikagainſt choſe that are reprobate 


to the truth; and ſo there would be ſame difference made betwixt 
Papiſts that are onely offenders againſt God, and ſuch as are ſo both 


againſt God and the Princes. which he hath ſet over them. How. 


many of them beare as much reſpect᷑ to their Soveraignes as we. can 
poſſibly do to ours, and are as zealons for the good of Kingdomes 
and the Peace of Penpick Ocho indeed there be that have ſucked 
the ſame venime with tieſe new emiffariesof Hell, who takeghbis: 
for a Maxime : That Kings are no longer Kings, but real Tyrants, 
when they ceaſe 10 be Cat holiques; 3 1 75 it as a meritor iaus eAfF to. 
embrew their bands in their bloud, and to free the People, fro mn their 
domnion over them. Let the Law be executed againſt ſuch without 
mercy, not let any Princes or States give the. leaſt tolergtion to ſuch. 
abhominable Incendiaries. But ag for the reſti let the: unbla mea- 
ble converſation and integrity: of theſe that ate in authority over 
them, preach a Reformation to them, untill their Houre be come, 
and grace from Heaven be ſhed amongſt them. If the Religion they 
profeſſe be not of it ſelfe deſtructive, and that in all other con ſidera- 
tions they ſubmit to the Lawes and maintaine thei Intereſts of the 
State in which chey live, all the power which ean he challenged, 
over them, ĩs but to reſtraine them within the publique rules: it be» 
ing an act of the greateſt injuſtice, to deprive them either of their 
lives or eſtates, for no other reaſon but becauſe they are incapable 
ofthe knowledge and piety of another perſon. This was one, of 
the wormes that gnawed upon the conſcience of Philip the ſecond, 
that he had attempted by force of An to propagate Chriſtiavity 
. «A IN 
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iff che newobrueſd where:che Ntv aH WI their only deitp, And 
7 duld' this ple lys upon che Conſeiences of all 
ſuch Princes und Mugiſtratet as extroite che ſame cruelties upon their 
Subjects, or anthoſe that differ not in the foundation from them, 


. Ciniſt>acknowledging him to be what he is, 
and all exp l falvarion by him? HTO 039 5796 e r ist 


Bat it uc preſſing mots cannot worke upon Bug/and, let 
them at leaſt conſider what muſt neceſſarily befall to many thou- 
ſmd honeſt Proteſtants ʒhat live under the dominion ol popiſh Prin- 
ces, who certaihely will tevenge upon them all the outrage done 
the papiſtvunder Proteſtant Princes, And the number of the former 


i farre greater then the namber Ofeheſer do that for one preiſt who 
out of a fond diſtemper'd zeale ſhall be put to death here, there will 


be in other places fifty Proteſtant Miniſters in danger to periſh. 


Beſides this, France at the firſt led the way in abſtaining from all 


crueſty toward bo ſe bf the Reſbrmation there; but wies after wards 


implacably mad ugainſf them neate aon the time that thoſe tigorous 


Eawes were enacted againſt Reraſants in this Kingdome. And if in 
France ſuch courſes Were thought fit to beggtterly abandoned, ivby 
ſndauld they be continued in Aug - OO oY Sat ont: 

Af nane oftheſe conſidericionswillmovethem, let them forbeare 
ated outefvarity to us. And xo th pur po ſe they may recall in- 
to their memories what aſtin and Theoduicł did in the eaſe of the 
Carboliquer and the eit. The former vehemently perfecated 


the. Ariaus in alt quarters of his Dominiors, and the later did 35 


much to the Ci th the Weſt. A here be commanded: But 
bots ar falt were vontent to lupe lede from bloudſhed, and by the 
adviſe of theit DoQours, intbe yeare 325 (HU miſtake not) allow- 
ed them eaſe and liberty of Gonſeience, Whom they could not ma- 
frer by tormente and violence. John Biſhop of Nis wrong that 

os J6d tHEOrthes 


igtkr poſed in the buſine fe / and the firſt who | 


dox Prince to more mildneſſe;and to quit all & of gbr und 
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courſes of endelty!” The Chriſtians of thoſe times judged aright; that 
violence did not᷑ ſuit with the Goſpell; and that fitete was no fit in- 
ſtrument to nakeimpreMionuporrobdurateheitts. Ayd thouph their 
Princes would ſointimes arine them againſt Papal of SelFarres,it Was 
meerely far the intereſts and (afery of their Crownes; as if pattieu- 

lun this Jeff, I ies you, when he ſary the Expire" teatly'ro 
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'falt inpeices;and xhat thè moſt wWutlike ation (who had ſubuued 
the reſt) were fallen off to ſuch Princes, as indeed bore the name of 


Chriſtiauꝛ, but were by reaſon of their Heteticall opinions divided 
from them, had great reaſon to be afraid: that many of his ore 
Subjects agreeing with them in the ſame Principles, would follow 
their example. It concerned him not to deſttoy chem, andtd her 
bour them neare himſelfe was- to nouriſh 16 many vipers in ia 
one boſome. Vet in as much as he was the occafionthat ma 
Orthodoæ Chriſtians loſt their lives. and becauſe he bad no juri 
diction over the Conſciences ofthoſe that were not ſuch, he relin- 
quiched all former courſes of violence and perſeoutibn. I were 
well, it this example eould werke the Kings of England and all other 
Prinees in the world to the like moderation. Do not even the Tu 
and the Perſian tolerate us in their Dominions? Shall humanity be 
found in Barbariaus, and not in Chriſtian and; civilized” Princes? 
What / dathythe Reformation oblige usto be crucſl® I cannot th 
Kino mote then that any Pteteſtant in Frances bo hath net te. 
nounc d his reaſon) will not ſubſeribe with me to the ſame opini- 
nn 2: 957 13757 7.3 22101 97 mot 21507 105525 43657595 BW! 
I ſpeakenot this to diſſwade-from the uſe of ſuck meanes as ate 
neceſſaty for aboliſhing of Saperftition; und rèeſtabliſnigg rhe party 
of Chtiſtian Religien ! There betthet cout ſes enough befites vi. 
jence to reduce ſtrugglers into the way. And if there were not, ſould 
they finde a toleration might they not de prevented from ſeducing 
others? If thete be any juſt cduſe to: feere th conſequents of he 


Mavi hand Doctrines they mafutalne, it 'Concernes the Magi: 


ſtrate ptudently to pre vide remedy; and xo ſtop them from pi. 
ceedins further; but above all to rake care that their Preilts teatter 
not an) tebellions Doctrine, à thing very familiar with ſuch as have 


had their breeding at Rome; in Spaine,' or in ny Schoolesof the 7e 
ſuites) Hauithey their educgtidn ut hene, they would breath os 


thing but affect ion do the plate of *theit' pativieyz and ithevlibeity 
hich weuld de induiged chem among theif Barthes! and kindred 
withodt the leaſt jeilouſie of ſulting for a/ differences in opinis 
ons) would noutiſh reſpe& in tem ds werds che i Kg and all ocher 
their Saperiours; whitcis Hom döth But! harden” thefiftbe rate; 
and inteden them ta kdcend themſelves: W hy bog 
ikeſoing|necellity (Wiel is oo un sgx puls In them rs Pe- 
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level otherwiſe) then they will, and perhaps too then they 
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Let me but adde a word of the Liberties they talke of, and for 


which they makeiſo much noyſe in the world. I am not altogether 
ignorant what they be, as having ſeene a. great part of the Lawes 


and Cuſtomes ot that Kingdome. Certaineſy thoſe gentlemen may 
with much; credit; charge their King with the! violation of them, 
who have themſelves ſo inſolently trampled upon whatſoever 
hath the face either.of Publique or private right. I ſhall attend an 
opportunity to give yon a diſtinct information ef their ba ſeneſſe in 
this particular. For the preſent I (hall onely aſſure you. thus much 
in gentrall; that their complaints re moſt groundleſſe, as flowing 
from the ſame ſpitit by whoſe inſtigation they bave ſlandered the 
religion and piety of their Prince. Did he ever during that peace- 
able part of his reigne over them, endeavour to ſtteteh his preroga- 
tive, ox to protect: any of his Creatutes, that encroached I will not 
jay upon the Lawes of the Realme, but even upon the propriety of 
the meaneſt Subject Was there ever in any Kings Reigne khowne 
fewer eſcheats, except thoſe from Recuſants? or fewer proſcripti- 
Ant and baniſhments? fewer executions ? leſſe diſorder and vio- 
enge? leſſe tapining? fewer impoſitions? in à word, fewer Ins 
novatiom : And therefore it concerned them to fancy I asthey have 
done) a thouſand illegall and tyrannicall actions in that Prinee, that 
ſo they might more eaſily delude the People; and in the iſſue en- 
gage them (as in their owne defence) to arcſolytion of making 


reigne a While in his ſtead, or at leaſt to hayen;conitantihare with 
him in the government, That blinde unruly Beaſt is never more 
ſervllely tame, then when abuſed with lyes, cvet re pining and ready 
to mating at any extraordinary ĩmppſition, though never. ſo ;reaſon+ 
able anch ad yantzgious; e eee ee ow 
2{perjous ptetengetſa willipg!at this time to ſaerificę it ſelfe to the 
ambition of ſome faRious ſpirits, intoxicated; by their oaths and 
proteſtations, that they aime at nothing hut the good of the Pegs 
ple. In like mannet have the Pef Tt Frog lometimegß incon- 
ſiderateſy engaged themſelves in ithe ſervice oa, King of Navarre, 
Duke, of. Nererandy. and another of Burgegne, who baying, in 
effe& no other del gne den to dance theit owne greatnefie, would 
379 ͤ Ä n notwithſtanding 


head-againſit him, either wholly. t0,deveRt him of all iule, or ro 
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that extraordinary power, and by vertut not onely of. an Ordinaneg 
of the two Houſes, but ot a compleate Act of Iain wick they ten 
up in Armes againſt their Prince, and moleſted him Wich 
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duꝶſter the varibus ſuoteſſe of whichinfolentatrempt;/1and the ſo- 
wvefill innovatibns well diſwacted the Kingdome, the:reviev y of 


che whole buſineſſe waseommirted to a free Parliament, in which © 


the Authors and Promoters of that Warre were condemned of High 
Treaſon, and ald the Rebels: Eſtates by a ſolemne Act confiſcate: But 
the extent of the crime abated of the puniſhment; leſt 6therwiſe the 
Seren part df England hold have brene made x defolation. And 
certainly were there any hopes of a free Partiamentnow, the traiter- 
ous attempt of thoſe-who'make ap that ſhadow of-a Parliament, 
would be proceeded againſt with allrigour, and the example of that 
at Oæßrd be renewed; ſeeing theꝝ have dared tdrenew the crime 
And were the puniſhment proportion'd tothe offence, cheſeimeh 
ſhouldbe uſed with more ſeverity then the dther, they have ſo fatre 
out- done them. Fot theit attempt was onely againſt their owrie 
Prince, but᷑ the deſigne of theſe againſt all the Princts ĩiwthe Worlick 
They were contented: to be Rebels themſelo cs, but theſe muſt have 
all the Proteſtants in hriſtendome to be ſo like wie. They medled 
not with Religion not thought ta diſquiet the Chuteh theſe have 
violated Religion, and torne the Charch in peeces; They offered no 
violence to arty of the three States in Patlia ment, ſuppreſſing onely 
tlie yotet ot me particular perſons which croſſed tleir deſigne. 
Theft have outen the whole By of the Clergy ; chaſcd da N di- 
vers ol rhe Peeres, deſpofled others of their Eſtates and'Barhoricy, 
part none but fueh as Will be their Fellow-traitoury, In breife; 
che for met indeed advanced their Rebellion under a pretesce of 
aintaining the pubſique Liberties but they expoſ d not alt xte Kings 
1 ſucteed to the niadneſſo und etuelty of the peoples, as 
- Ge. I oe e err e 95m, 90 710 in 
N orb de have often ſeene divers of their Poſitions; bur 1 have 
refety'd one to this place; whieh is wotſe then all the teſt. They 
wmaintzine; Thar ya 7 may is pur ſuundo of rhe Diberey tabe up 
Age ant ered loj abc reh ave) 
CAN de 95 e þ 2 re il no you of which abey may not 
ea Pell PHews ſel: „ hoſbe02# impoſed it 7 fur ber fbi {ongues 
rat $9 2000 ref ntl Thur bhv oft Jef TN unte thy 
a 7 he Recpobry Hr liber ſtandmgαν for tig6 
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ee hich they have forth bitt ten be 
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ing all factious contrivances under colour of Religion ; and conſe- 


x preſent they are conſulting how to deprive him of his Ward- 
ſhips}, which you know is one an Flowers of the Crowne 
of England, and the moſt proper of Soveraignty. 

I have almolt ſpent my felfe in limning you the deſignes and pra- 


ctices of theſe men : but I hope you will not be weary in 2 
and weighing them. I have beſide many things of great conſe- 
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been. 
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quence to tell you; which 1-eeſervo for ſome better 6 ctnniey; © 
when 1 maghive more leiſire and hbefep then aloe 0 1 enn 4 


In che i interim let ee requeſt you to make what uſe you 
can of the truth of this Relation in behalfe of Reaſon and juſtice. 


In God's name employ your utmoſt endeavoues to blaſt blaſt thoſe falſe 


es of Zeale and Religion, that none of ours be garried/away 


withthem.. I beleive. it was to that end you deſired this Letter from 


me, which I have diſpatched. towards you in perſuance 1 your 
commands; and witullia thts a Conſeienee. 

6} Till fay nothing what: is like to be the ſuceeſſe of 0 our Am- 
beſſadour hete. You may eaſily gueſſe by this Relation, The. Holland. 
ers have as weake hopes, as wet and I'me confident both of them 


_ deſire to teſtify unto the world their love and inclination to Peace; * 


although ſome accuſe them of an averſeneſſe from it , and thac al 
their eſignes tend to the nouti ing of this Warte. ut certainly 
— 5 75 5 5 —— end of it, we _—_ was apr „that the 
ing ng tian t engage himſelte in the intereſts of Germs 

and employ his ſtrength there in behalfe of all the oppreſſed. Prince? 
thoſe eſpecially which are more [neare unto; him. I will, difcourſe | 
wich you more at large upon this; Wpen I ſhall havg the og 

ty to give you an account of thoſe other paſſages mentione 


In this and all things elſe you ſhall reade theconſtant ache! 1 have 4 
to ute you, dhl am \unſripedly, * 215 : 


n bas 2b 11 I Sir, 


7. om London, 15 Ky : e 
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